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H E Author of this ſmall Book, Anthony 
1 Ulrick Duke of Brunſwick Lunenbur 
| and Wol fembuttel. Nil in his ol 
Age to the Communion of that Church, which 
his Anceſtors in the foregoing Century had 
. exchang'd for one new raiſed by Luther, gives 

a Leſſon to Perſons of every Age and Condi- 
tion, that neither the Concerns of this 

World, nor the Principles of Education, nor 
a Fear of diſpleaſing Friends, or of oqning 
bur ſelves to have been in the wrong, ought 
* to hinder us from embracing Truth, whenſo- 
ever God is pleaſed in his Mercy to let us 
know it. 5 
; Tis the Anhappineſs of too many Chriſti- 
ans in our Days to be biaſs'd by one or more 
of theſe unwarrantable Motives in Contra- 
dict ion to the Dictates both of Reaſon and Re- 
ligion. For fince Chriſt has built a Church 
ſor the ſaving of our Souls, it maſt certainly 
dea very great Preſumption, for any Man to 
expect a dhare in the Pramiles made to 1 
L | I DE the 


7 


ah 1" N — 4 1 
" » "hr LY x n 2 . 0 2 
_——_.. n * i 
1. * Nel X. s .X : 
"7 4 - 1 2 « = 
"4 * A 4 5 ? 
< 


— ie Remiſſion of Sin, and gf a glorious Ray val 
urreRion.to.cternal Life, if he takes no Care. i 
o inſorm himſelf whether the Compmunions, I» 
n which he happen'd to receive his Educati“ 
dn,. be that true Church or not. "ol 


— 


Im up, Without taking an impartial View of 
all Perſwaſions, and examining them by ſuc 
[exts of Scripture as are intended to infqrm 
ud guide our Juigment in the Things we agg 
ti. o believe of God and of this Church. TT 
re How any Man, that calls himſelf a Prote- 3 
a- tant, can diſpenſe himſelf from the like En- 4 
e- Huiry, I cannot underſtand. It being a firſt | 
ch Principle of the Reformation, that ny 
y hriſtian is to gather the Articles of his Faith- 
o Hot from the Lips of his Paſtor, but from 
of ISCripture by his Private Fudgment, that is to 
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; by the Induſtry of his own Enquiries. 
No, if any one is defirous to comply wit 

his Obligation in this Particular, this Book | 
will preſent him with a ſhort and eaſy Method 
of Proceeding in this neceſſary Search. And 
provided he enters upon it with thoſe pious 
Diſpoſitions the Author mentions in his Pre- 
face, tis to be hoped, he will reap the like , 
ee 3 Ky” 5 i do #N - 
An Engliſh Proteſta nt may perhaps be apt Fa 
to think, that the B dots now? aid then Ly 
charge the Latherans and Calviniſts with O- 
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pinions they never held. For bis Vindicati- [ 
on, I have added ſome Refereiices; which 
will direct the Reader where to find whar- J. 
ever is imputed to them. And becauſe La- 2 
ther and Calvin were the two Leadivg Men & 


of the Reformation, I have chiefly cited their w/ 

Works, and Where it could be done, with- I. 
out ſwelling the Book too much, I have given 11 
bim their very Words. Aud if theſe appear 

on ſome Occafion to be rather the duggeſtions 

ol a ſeducing Spirit than the Inſpirations of 

the Holy Ghoſt, it will not be raſh to ſay, 

that, God never ſent them to reform the eſta -: 


_ bli0"d, DcRrine of his Church. 


|; 
by 


pt- . 


en 
* 5 
. 
ch 
at» | 
4 


K 


4 + 
* 
bl 


— 


Nr 


#443 k 


F * a * 
* 1 1 ö * 0 Pg 
2 Y 87 
* » 
: 9. | 1.4 4 
0 * 7 1 * \ \ N N = 
* U 5 * » i a \ . 
: 2 * f þ , 
: 7 * N a ” \ 1 
* - 5 5 . $ 3% a 9 ? « * * 
* * . . N + 835 4 * * 


HO for many Tears I had 


che true Religion ; and ſ[anttifying. 
Faith, which I was. ſenſible: could. be 
but one, and this u pon 70- other. Mo- 
tive than 4 Concer for 
Welfare, and 4 deſire to know" the 
ſo many Religions and Confeſſions, 


able, in an Enquiry after 


which it was that I ought. to embrace. | 
In the mean while, upon this Diſgn, 
I viſited ſeveral Univerſities, Itunes 


over whole Libraries, I read the 


Works of innumerable Authors, as well: 1 
Catholicks as others, that treated 'of Þ} 
our preſent Controverſies, I adviſed A 


with a great many Doctors touching 
the Diverſity of Sects and Confeſſions; 
1 propoſed my Doabts not only to Ca- 
tholicks, but likewiſe to their Ad ver- 


faries; in a Word, I tryed all Ways... 1 
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and Means, without being able to 
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employ'd all the Study and. 
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© The PREFACE. | 
| out the! only Thing J defired. This 
made me reſolve to ſet all other Buſi- | 
neſs aſide, and 10 chooſe 4 proper | 
Time aud Place, wherein I mizbt Weg 
wholly apply my ſelf to this Afair, as | 
being of all others the moſt Important, 
becauſe: nothing leſs than an ples * 
of. Happineſs or of Miſery depended on 
it. but that this Enquiry might be 
10 good Effect, and carry me to the 
| Thing 1 aim'd at, I thought it were 
bieſt to enter upon it in the Manner 
1 following. Ny 1 | 
| Firſt, I earneſtly implor'd the Aid 
and Grace of the Holy Ghoſt, and with 
all. my Power begg d the Light of a true 
Faith of God, the Father of Lights, 
who (1) Lighteth every Man «hart 
cometh into the World. For Faith xs 
that ſingular Gift of God, whereby Man 
& fo far enlightned, as firmly to be- 
liewe all that God has reveaPd. _ 
Secondly, I made 4 ſtrong Reſolu- 
tion by the Grace of God to avoid Sin, 
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FT The PREFACE 
is Well knowing, that (i) Wiſdom willy 
. Wot enteracorrupted Soul, nor dw el 
In a Body ſubject to Sin, And lam. 1 
onvinced, and was ſo then, that the 
Reaſon why ſo. many are Ignorant of. 
the true Faith, and do not embrace iti, 
| becauſe they are. Nung d into ſeve- ? 
ral Vices, and particularly into carnah. 
Thirdly, 1 renonnced all. Sorts of. 
Prejudices, which incline Men more; 
io one Religion than to another, whats 
ever they were, which I might unhap- © 
ply have. formerly | eff 1 and I 
brought myſt F to a perfect indifferency, 
% as to be read) to embrace which 
¶oever the Grace of the Holy. Choſt 
and the Light of Reaſon ſbould point 
out to me, without any. Regard to 
the Advantages. and Inconveniencies 
that might attend it in this World. 1 
In fine, I enter d upon this Delibes- 
ration aud this Choice, in the Manner 
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- (5), Wiſdom 1. v. 4. 
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I ſhould wiſb to have done it at the | 
| Hour of my Death, and in à full Con. 
 wvidtion, that at the Day of Judgment | 
I muſt give an Account to God, why IT 
follow d this Religion preferable to al 
the re#. Being thus diſpoſed, I re- 
ſolvꝰd abſolutely to reject any wherein 
I aiſcover'd the leaſt Error in Points | 
ef Faith. Fox (1): the Church of 
the living God is, and ought to be, 
F the Pillar and Ground of Truth. 
F * Now the Pillar and Groand of 
t Trath, ſupports no Error; therefore | 
tze true Church of God can bold no- 
mig Erroneous in her Articles of 
Faith. After I had thus diſpoſed my' | 
ſelf, to obſerve ſome Method, I [#ppo- a 


1 


fed in the firſt Place, there were cer- 
tain infallible Principles of Chriſtian | 
Faith, in nhich all Chriſtian Societies, | 
how different forver, muſt neceſſarily | c 
agree, and which no Chriſtian can de- © 
ny without incurring the Guilt f 
Blaſphemy, of Impiety and of Atheiſm. 


(1) Tim- 3. v. 15. 


Afrer- 
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Aſterwards I laid damm „ 


E reeable to the Rea of Manking,.. 
aud conſulted by even Ma of Senſes 
when he: is to make bis. Choice in * 

Concerus of this Life. 
e Principles agreed apo 5 Y 

| Chriſtian Societies are fuck 4 i 

1. 1 a ane Gad. 
2. is G #4 3 B 5 

1 ent ially Perrin rl oy 7 

e, without 110 _ LAY 

4 Defedt. 

4 From hence it fallen that 3 

1 4 eſſentially Trac, ſo that he can bei. 

f | ther deceive, nor be deceiv'd, m 

y | 
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ſpral an Untrath, vor reveal .I ling . 
otherwiſe, than he bt it, nol" know 
it otherwiſe than it is in 100 if. Li- 
much that by his Nature he is trus both» | 
in his Knawleage and iu his Words 

4. God i Almighty. With God 
0 all things are poſſible.” Wirte 
God (2) nothing ſhall be impoſſible. 
1% this farpaſſes the e, 
of 4 Men and Angels 


* 7 44 * 8 
— — — | 


(3) Ste-Matth, 19. v. 26. on Luke 1-0. 37. 
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WE The PREFACE. 
. God is faithful without any In- 
uſtice. (1) All his Ways are Judg- 
ment: A God of Truth, and with- 
out Iniquity, Juſt and Right is he. 
6. God is immutable, (2) God is 
not a Man, that he ſhould lie, nei- - i 
ther the Son of Man, that heſhould | 
repent. With him (3) is no varia- 
bleneſs, neither Shadow of turning. 
By conſequence, all that God reveals, is 
true and poſſible at the ſame Time; he has II 
4 Power and a Will to effect, and infal- 
 libly will effedt whatſoever he promiſes. 
J. God i moſt Wiſe, His (4) Wiſ⸗ 
dom is infinite. 4s Mp 
8. God «infinitely Merciful. (57 With 
The Lord God merciful and graci- Y-z 
| ous, long ſuffering, and abundgat in *' 
Mercy and Truth. (6) The Earth, 
O Lord! is full of thy Mercy. 
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(1) Deut. 32. v. 4. () Numb. 23 v. 19. 
208 Ft. Ja mes 1. v. 17. | (4) Pial. 147. V. 5 | 
| (5) Exod. 34 v. 6. ({(6,Pfal. 119. v. 64. 
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The /PREFUACE, + 17 
Jo and puniſbes the ed. ( * 
The: Lordi is Tighteous"tn all hits 
> | ways (2) He third metł to od, 
s Fmuſt believe that he is, and that he 

isa Rewarder ofthem'thatdiligent- 

1 ly ſeek Hihi. „ e e e ee 
v0 God Mfentealy Holineſs,Goot 
» neſs and Benigni in Perfeckion, 
) Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of 
Hoſts, Heis boly nofortly in 10 5 


but heb is likewjſe 4) Holy im alf Hs 
Works; Ti certain Hhirefort in. 

I queſtionable; that whatever DoBrine 
' contains anything repugnant to the 
). divine Perfoctions, is altogether fal; 
and Hat vba Sect [peter holds" n 
ich Doſtrine for a Rule "of Faith, rs 
> IN erroneoum, andy Conſequentꝰ is abſo: 

If /#tely. to be rejected, and ought not fo 
be 4 Subject of Deliberation. 

| H. May Vas but one Sou ' ff which 
vill be. eternally either, damn d or 


— . — 


242 11 145. . 17. | (2) Heb: 11. v. 6. 
13. 


wah 6. v. 3. N (4) Plal. 145. 1 17. 
ſaves. 


fv. O Ker what Man pro i, 
Mot id, and lee hib vn Soul 2: Os! 10 


bs Man ut 170 e 


ca F —— us aber, 1 
F anlimitel Tine, and Linum, of 
e Ages to ct. 4 
. 13+ There is wo Compariſos between 
BY Io finzte. 2 WP; 2 4 
* n e e, 

F the Saints O th Vil 
5 .of that of the Damned! 
* 14410 two Eterni ties "4a 1 


Ae, Hicbout 4 true auh, I | 
ever. \ att4in. the: Fee: F te, 
Saines; and if 1 do not althia it, 8 
the, Eternity W _ Dan W d w 
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2 angle to 0 fe FEY principally - 
when we - are to mghe-4) Claim in 


| Matters E the n Is 
N che Baindte and Chor - 


kings, à Man is raed. 
fer better to worſe; andy BA 
ſtronger Reaſon, to whatwhads 
and 1 Things erh, 80 Sorbet d 1 
* uneertain; ay to falſe; 1 


to paſſings eternal, to 
ſings grounded in Re , rol 
others that hold-no Corteſpondence a 
it. rr 
2. To attain to our laſt End che. ny 
Object of our juſt Deſires, the Means, 
we uſe, muſt be proportion able; and 
of theſe, the certain muff tak$Place of | 4 
e 


- 


A. 


3 k. 21 
2 dd that are leſs certain, or altogether 

„ uncertainn. IF F 
EE Amo the Means to attain to our 
eternal Welfare, thoſe by which many | 


mY #4. 444 - 1 ws 
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„ „ ow 


Perſons 8 acquired it, 


are more ſecur {7 


thoſe dy 7 ech it 


is not ev ene che any 
ſaved. 
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ver 


4 Again, the Means, which Reaſon o 
and the Authority ; of Perſotis eminent 
br-Wiſdom, Vertue and Sanctity pre- 


rihe in order to eternal Salvation, or 


hiehtlie Holy Ghoft himſelf preſcribes, ; 


fre more pag 
only 


the Recc 


than thoſe that have 
endation of Fleſh. and 


Blood, of the World, of diſorderly and 


Icentious Men. Far. 2 It 155 t 
guic inet h, the #eſb ,. 
that are — wh 


that 


Mon they 


TH 


1 


irit 


hing. 


mind 


uhe thing 4 of the Fleſh: And mY wo ate af- 


ger the Sorin, do #he Things, of the Spirits For 
Ainbe carnally minded, i is Death: But te be 
ſpiritually minded is Life and Peacę: Becauſe 
the carnul Ming is enmity againſt. God + For 


it: is nat ſubject to the 125 55 God, — 8 
then, they that are in the Fleſh, cannot pleaſe 
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Upon theſe : Princ . and Rar 4 
rudence, I Progecded following 


onſiderations, which 55 ered to me 
ny Inany convincing Motives, why I ſhould 
it, Father chooſe. and embrace the Roman þ 


it Patholick Faith, than any of thoſe Sets 
er Wnto which the Chriſtian World ſtands 
ow e al at la determined. . 
on N 


0 1 e l ee amet 


tha 


| ' Coofideration . | . 
This ſübect Matter of my My 1 855 
deration was, whether it were better — | 
me to, embrace the. Catholick Commu- 
nion, or the Evan er A Title, which. 
the x" ay the, Pat ries in ſome 
Places do equally hoaſt. q ankdesr 
ing therefore. what t the. Gael Cant. 
munion Was, 'I immediately diſcover — 
it to be the Communion of thoſe, who 
Jau the World over, and in al bangs 
Wo the Romab Perſwaſt 1 ; 
a8, to Ar- 


Where agrees, with Fock 
e 0 of Faith, On. 51 e. other Side, con- 


N the 5 1 "ſt Thick ſtyles 
it ſelf. Evan ngelical, a very;arit Sight. 
> WE dchbele Aa nl ER VER 2 2 
For thus I reaſon'd the Matter with 
8. N ſelf. * n Communion 
on mould 


y ; 


il 
|| 
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Kowuld be one, that in its Pocktire 5 Bs 
. wholly agreeable to the Goſpel: Now. 
the Doctrine which at the fame Time is = 

follow d both by Lutherans and Calvini ti 
ca never be conformable to the Goſpel: 


 Fuence thy 


to make a diligent Search into the Truth 
us eee For this Reaſon I would 
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For two Doctrines that are oppoſite, or 
direMly contradifory to each other, are 
never to be reconcried to one and theW 
fame Goſpel- Truth; but either the one 
or the other muſt be irreconcileable, 
*Tis clear that the Doctrine of the Tu- 
therans and that of the Caluinifts, are in 
many Artieles oppolite, © and in ſome 


directly contradictory to each other. Ibe 


Therefore it is not poſſible for both of ſid 
them at the ſame Time, to conftitute an 
Evangelical Communion ;- by co ** | 


is e 18 4 meer 
mera. For my Fart, 'being to make nk | 
Choice, 1 could not content my ſelf my 
a Fancy, but I thought it my Obligation 


s, which divine Faith commands 


not declare for this Evangelical State, | 
but on the contrary ] judged I ought not 
9 any I Means to make it iy Choice, : 
ic 
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Calviniſt and the Hut heran Religions 


xelical, Whether one of the two, if ſe. 
2 — taken, micht not poſſibly be ſo, 
and deſerve by conſequence to be valued 
above the other? But here I was per- 


Reaſon told me, that to give 
Sa; t 


the Preference to TY 


we, than on the other. Now I was 


. Doctrine Should rather be Evange- 
lice chan the: „ 1d für from it, 
chat ] could never yet obtain the Fawour 
of any Lutherar or to help me 


Seripture; but then whatever is cite 
the Latherers interpret to one Bene, 


be falſe and ſtrait' d: And then on the 
other fide the Calviniſt. are as 
that their's is the * and * ine 

** 


bn ars dent Place 1 conſider, Lines 
ould not - both be rightly ſtyled Evan- 


ſpied with a new Difficulty. — 


be more preſſing Motives pn the one 


to ſuch a Reaſon. The two Parties al- 
ledge; in their Defence ſome Texts of 1 


the Calvinifts to another. The Turbo- 
rans will have their Expoſition to de true 
and literal, and that᷑ of the Calvinifts to 


poſitive 


not able to find a Reaſon, why the La - 


{am al 
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br on it. - The Caſe, ſtanding thus, it = 


1 6-] 
Expoſition, and that of the Lutherans er - 
roneous and unatpral. In this Quarrelſ, 
both build upon the Lights of their pri 
vate Spirits, which axe irreconciledbly 

different, and neither Side is able to pro4 
_ duce the leaſt Colour of a Proof; that 
his Adyerſary's Spirit deviates-from. the 

nſe or that his own has hit up 


not in my; Power to: prefer one of theſe] 
rines before the other, and there 


fore concluded. they we ere boch to be re- 
es 77 1 ien ar an Oak yiel 


u als "Conf eration 11. 1 


* 1 am 2s much at a Lo to 1 
.awhat Principle the Lutheram and Calbi. 
niſtrexalude the Aniaut and ae e 
out of their Evangelical>: 
For theſe pretend an equal Right 9 85 | 
Name, and-ithat: their Do&rine is agree: | 
able to ig Truth of-the:Gofpet ,- 
that they are more properly Ponta, 
| than their Tut herans: or. Caluiniits. ; 
read not, fay the AnabaptifF5, many 2 4 
of the Goſpel, that, 2 to be 
Bapt iz d. Jeſus, Chriſt himſeff ſays in 
— Nl He the believerh:: d dg. 


P16; Don al 1:57 68 [ 


13 oy by 
2 ſhalt be ſaved- Therefore Faith 
uſt. go before Baptiſm „ now Faith is 


pri 
nly to be found in thoſe that are paſt 
ms Weir Childhood Pl. kbere ole no one ill 
then ought to be Baptized : Our Do- 


trine, by Conſequence is more agree- 
ic ble to the Goſpel than that of Lutherans 
T0 Ir Calvins, who admit the Baptiſm of 
ef fants. And thus plead the Ari ans, our 
aviour ſays expreſly in St. John's Goſ- 
el (1) My Father is greater than J. We 
ollow then the Goff pel, "when we teach 
hat, as to, the Divine Nature, the Son 
not equal, but inferior to his Father. 
Ve admit not upon this Text the Inter- 
pretation of the Fathers, who will have 
t that the Son is leſs. than his Father, 
ccording to his human Nature, but 
qual to him according to his Divinity; - 
or we think the Lutherans and Calviniſts 
nave no Right to force upon us any 
ſpch Interpretation, ſince they reject the 
1 ty of Fathers in the Controver- 

1. that are on Foot between them and 5 
Catholicks. For we ſee no Reaſon, 
| why their Authority ſhould be allowd 
In 1 this N, and 1 not in others. 


the 
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n St. John 14. 28. 
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L 
But if. the Zatheran: and Calvinifts 


: werter en of their. private” Spirit, t 
 Arigns and Anabaptifts will require the! 
to, point out in ppg Terms this the 


Interpretation i in 5 7 em,  becar 
tis a Principle \ 185 
NOTHING Is 10 BE Y 


WHAT THE SCRIPTURE "TB! | 
CHES IN EXPRESS, Ms. 
BLE AND CLEAR TERMS. 1 . 


© Conſideration 1 V. 


15 ee calld to my Re. 
membrance thoſe Words of the Prophet 


Jeremy (1) Stand ye in the Ways, and ſce] 
and aik for the old Paths, 56 0 5 22 200d 1 


Wap, and walk therein, and ye ſhall 

- reſt for your Souls. And I aged bar 
way to Heaven, by which a great many 

_ © have certainly arrived at it, was better 

had leſs of Danger and more of Securi 
ty, than that by which it is not know: 
Whether any one to this Day arrived 

Then I thus diſcourſed the Matter i 
my own Thoughts: It is own'd by al 
the World, that a great many are ſaver | 


— 


9 > 
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"AS AN,ARTICLE OF E 80 7 


TE e . mt 1 f 


| 


f ft upon their own Authority, or the I M 
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. i ho lived and died in the Roman Ca. 
e I holick Communion: But who can tel 
hether any of the other Religions are 
5? 1 inferr'd that, in the great Con- 
ern of Salvation, the Roman Catho- 
Fah was a ſurer way, than any 


Ince I was obliged to-chopſe' it before 
al | the reſt, 


by Con uſic iu, v. 


1. purſued my y Argument an li r mans | 
ner. Whoſoe ver is ſaved, pleaſed God: 
But without Faith (1) it is impoſſible to 
$plca/e him: Therefore that Faith and 
1 Religion, .by-which.a' Man-may- be ſa- 
e ved, is the true. Now it cannot be que- 

ſtion'd, but that great Numbers of Per- 
ſons who profeſs the Roman Catholick 
Faith have been ſaved, (it is a Truth our 
very Adverſaries dare not deny.) 
conſequence the Roman Catholick Faith 
is the true Faith; cherefore it is our 
* to embrace . 


— — —— — —— 


__ .(t) Heb. 11. 6. 8 gy 3 


er Religion, and that by --conſe-. 


** 


e 3 6 1 5 
Conſul de eration VL. | 


Fre this Argument L drew — — 
'As there is but one true God, ſo is there 
put one true Faith. According to thoſe 
Words of the Apoſtle (1) — 
Faith, one Baptiſm. There can on ly — 
be one true and ſanctifying Faith, as 
there is but one Lord and one God. So 
that, if the Catholick Faith be the true 
and ſan&ifying (as 1s proved above) all 
the other Sorts of Religions, are with- 
out the leaſt Appearance of a true Faith; 
and ſince no Salvation is attainable with- 
out the Catholick Faith, I was bound to 
han that of the Roman e e 


y 0 onfuleration VII. 


- But what ſtill confirmd me in my Re- | | 
lution of embracing {the Roman I 


jat ' 
an! 
plc 
nt 
E 
ma 


tholick Faith, was this, that the Here 
_ , tacks themſelves confeſs Roman Catho 
licks may be ſaved, whereas theſe main- 
tain there is no Salvation for ſuch as 


are out of the ne nen = 


LY . if, whe p — 8 \ 
rug 0 n ul Neglect. $f . 
What 


<. MF; 227 | 
1 


OED 
dat a Madnefs then were it, for any 
an not to go over to the Roman Ca- 
plicks, who may be ſaved in the Judg- 
nt of their Adverſaries; but to ſort 
elf with theſe, who according to 
man Gatholieks are out of the Way? 
ho would not adviſe a Man to take 
> ſafeſt way when he is threatned 
any evident Danger? And does 
that Way which two oppoſite Parties 
drove of, promiſe greater Security 
n another which one Party only re- 
mends, and which the other con- 
ans! Who, infine, can doubt, but 
a Medicine preſcribed by two Phy- 
ns may be taken with more Security, 
another which one of the two Jud 
ie be his Death? 8 


. i |  Confuderatio vm. 


PL M0 calling to Mind thoſe Words 

| Deuteronomy (1) Ask thy Father, and he 
8 few thee, thy. Elders, and they will 
bee. And choſe in the Proverbs (2) 
nere not the ancient land- marł, which 
5 þ Fathers have ſet. 1 conſulted the 
— pricnge of I to find. 
4 N . . 
: by 0 dear 32. 7. 40 B a Proy, 22. 28. 


what 
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what they would adviſe me to do; w 
ther to embrace the Roman Catholi 
Faith, or ſome of the other Per ſuaſio 
The firſt I met with was St. Auguſtin, wi 

of a Manich became a Roman Cath 
lick, and has left us the Motives of 
_ Converſion, (2) in theſe Words. The 
are many things which moſt juſtly hold me 
the Communion of the Catholic Church: 
| Agreement of People and Nations holds m 
= Authority begun with Miracles, nouriſii 
with Hope, increas d with Charity, co 
| firm'd by Antiquity, holds me. A Succeſſ 
F \Biſhops deſcending from the See.of St. 
ter, to whom Chriſt after his Reſurretti 
Coramitted his Flock to the preſent Epi ſcopa 
holds me. And in his Book of the A 
wantage of believing, (3) Are we afra 
ſays he, of embracing the Communion of th 
Church, whith, as all Mankind knows, 
àA continued Succeſſion of Biſhops in the Af 
 ftolick See (in ſpite of Hereticks barking 
every fide, and condemn d partly by the Vol 
F the People, partly by the Gravity of Con 
cils, partly by Miracles) has the higheſt A 
thoraty ? The ſecond was St. Irene 
more ancient than St. Auguſtin, wh 


(. S. Aug, Againft the Epiſtle of Maniche: 
#4 4uhe Foundation, chap. 4, TC 1 
* ts ſpeakin 


— 


_ zung 
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eaking of the Roman Church, ſays (1) 


) 5 W 

itholiat to this Church, by reaſon of its greater 
Uuaſionþwer, it is neceſſary that all Churches have 
tin, w courſe;, that is the Faithful bp a fides. 
CathFhe third was Tertullian, (2) Happy, lays 
s of Me, the Church in her State, for which the 


Wpoſtes-pour'd forth all their Doctrines toge- 
per with their Blood. The fourth, St. Je- 
me; (3) Know, ſays he, that the Roman 
aith is warranted by Paul's Authority. 
And (4) in another Place. Jo ſpeak: my 
pinion clearly and in a_ few Words,” tis this, 

at we onght to continue in that Church, 
phich was founded by. the Apoſtles, aud re- 
nains to this Day: Where he is {peaking 
df the Roman Church. In fine, St. Gre- 


* 


rory Nazianzen in the Poem he writ on 


 afraiWhis own. Life, gives this Anſwer to my 

2 of Nueſtion, The Roman Faith was right in 
om, ¶imes paſt, and even nom it continues to be 
he M :obt, uniting in an amiable Knot, all that the 
king (Sun ſees in his Courſe. Having heard theſe 

he Vo Evidences, 1 could not but yield to the 


Judgment of thoſe Wiſe and Holy Fa- 
thers, and ſo reſolv'd to embrace the Ro- 
rened$ man Catholick Faith. ,. +, © 
» Wh 4 Apia doo — eda 
—H (1) T1. 3. c. 3. (2)DePrefcripco36. 
(2) Epiſ. 3. cont. Ruffin. cap. 4. (4) Dial. 
| ultimo cont. Lucifer. 1 BE Mes tot; 91 pa . 
B 2 Con- 


—_ 8 
F 4 PL." . 


| T4) 4 
. onſ deration IX. _ Wt 


After this, 1 appeabd to thes Saints 5 of 5 
God, and asked them what was the : 
Faith they lived in, and by which they Ill © 
arrived at eternal Bliſs. And they all 
made anſwer, it was the Roman' Faith. 
Thus I was anſwer'd by St. Martin, St. 
Nicholas, St. Athanaſius and many more 
among the Biſhops; among the Religi- 
. ous, by St. Dominick, St. Francis, &c. a- 
mon g the Widows, by St. Monica, St. 
Bridget, St. Elizabeth, &c. among the 
Virgi ns, by St. Agatha, St. Lucy, St. Ag- 
nes, St. Cuberine, &c. whence I drew 
this Concluſion: Theſe Saints by fol- 
lowing this Faith obtain'd eternal Glo- 
ry; this Faith then muſt doubtleſs be 
the ſureſt and ſafeſt way to Heaven: It 


is therefore to no 3 to ſeek a ano- 
ther. „ 


Conſi en X. - 


| Ai I turn'd to the Holy Martyrs; | 
and inquir'd what Faith it was, for the | 
Truth of which they ſpilt their Blood, 
and ſo patiently ured Baniſhments, 
Priſons and all the moſt cruel Torments ? 
my They 


* 


e ng, 


C I 5 I 
They anſwer*d-me, as with one Voice 
that this Faith was no other than the 
Roman Catholick. This I was aſſured 
of by Thirty-three Biſhops of Rome, who 
were Crown'd with Martyrdom : By the 
Saints Cyprian, Sebaſtian, Laurence by St. 
Agatha, St. Cecily, St. Dorothy, St. Barbara 
and an infinite number of other Saints, 
Then I wound up my Argument in this 
manner. It is a natural Impoſſibility for 
that Faith to be falſe,in Defence of which 
ſuch an Army of Witneſſes have ſo glo- 
riouſly, ſo readily and ſo willingly given 
their Lives. How could I therefore ay, 7 
longer doubt of the Truth of che Roman 
Catholick F aith ? ; 


9 0 on fi eleration XI. 
ht to Hell, 


My next ſtep was in Thoug 
where I found condemn'd to everlaſting 
Torments Simon Magus, Novatus, Vigi- 
lant ius, Pelagius, Neſtorius, ' Macedonius, 
Marcion, &c. And I asked them, how 
they came to be condemn'd. to that Seat 
of Sorrow, without Hopes of being 


ever reſcued from theſe. Flames? And 1 


they told me, it was for their breaking 
off from the Roman Catholick Church, 


1 and for being Authors of the Sects which 


B 3 ſepa- 


6 19] 
ſeparated from it. My Aden from 
5 diſmal Contemplation, was, that 1 
ought not to ſeparate from the Catholick 
Church, unleſs I were content to burn 
N with thoſe ee ee 


9 n jderation XII. 


No Man can doubt, but that St. paul 8 
Faith was truly Apoſtolical. Now this 
was no other than the Roman, as him- 
ſelf teſtifies in his Epiſtle to the Chri- 
ſtians of Rome. (1) I long to ſee you, that | 
J may impart unto you ſome ſpiritual Gift, 
to the end you may be eſtabliſp d. That is, 
that I may be comforted together with you, 
by the mutual Faith both of you and me. 
Therefore the Roman Faith, was once 
the Apoſtolical Faith, That it was fo 
in the beginning our Adverſaries very 
_ eaſily grant us; but they pretend, tho? 
without a Proof, that.afterwards it cea- 
ſed 'to be the True and Apoſtolical ; 
which the Roman Catholicks abſolute- 
ly deny. For if any one ask them, in 
what Points, where and when the Faith 
| of the Church of Rome decay'd, they are 


. ß — — — 


"1 Rom, 1. If, 12. | 
. "58 at 
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ata loſs for an Anſwer; and yet it lies 
upon them to prove it. In effect, did 
we put the Caſe, that a certain Family 
was own'd by all the World to have been 
in ancient Times of a noble Race, and 
that ſome one ſhould now maintain that 
of late it had loſt its Rank, which he 
grants it formerly poſſeſsd, would not 
ſuch a Man be obliged to point out the 
time when, and to bring a Reaſon why 
it loſt its Nobility?” And if he could not 
prove it, would not any equitable judge 
condemn him as a Slanderer ? + 

Conſideration XIII. 
Wbile I was deliberating, whether I 

ought to fix upon the Roman Catholic 
Faith, or upon ſome other that ſtands in 
Competition with it, a new difhculty- 
preſented it ſelf, viz. that, if I ſet aſide 2? 
the Roman Cathotick, it would ſtill re- 
main to be examin'd,. which of the op-- 7 
poſite Religions I ought to adhere to. 
Whether the Lutheran? The Calvinift ? 
The Arian? Or the Anabaptiſt? And. it 
would require much Time and GEN 
to come to a Reſolution ; becauſe thele ! 
Religions in many Points differ from 
3 one.another, even to the Degree of 
a _—_— oe charge | 


's * J 8 
-» 
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charging their Adverſaries (*) with de- 
ſtructive Errors. Nay, let it be ſuppoſed 


that I had made my Choice of ſome one 


of theſe; I could not yet diſpenſe my 


ſelf from a farther Deliberation. For 
all theſe Religions have ſprouted into 


different Branches; ſo that a new Scru- 


tiny would ſtill be neceſſary, to know 


into which of theſe Diviſions or Subdi- 
viſions 1 ought to graft my ſelf. For 


theſe Reaſons I thought the beſt thing, 
could do, was to rejett them all in the 
Groſs, and to return to the Pale of the 
Roman Catholick Church, to which 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf (1) gave ſome, Apo- 
files ;, and ſome, Prophets; and ſome, Evan- 
geliſts; and ſome, Paſtors and Teachers; for 


the per fecting of the Saints, for the work of the 


Mliniſtery, for the edifying of the Body of 


* 


Cyhriſt... That we henceforth be no more Chil- 
dren toſſed to and fro with every wind of Do- 
Crine by the ſlight of Men, and cunning craf. 
tineſs, whereby they lie in wait to deceive. 


3 


(*) See the firſt Poſtſcript 10 Monſr. Meaux's 


 Eiftoryof Variations. 


(1) Epheſe4. 11, 12, 14» 


Con- 


_ Conſideration XIV. 


When I firſt enter'd upon this Enqui- 
ry, I reſolved with my ſelf to rejet” 
without more ado any Se& or Religion- 
whatſoever, in which I diſcover'd Er- 
rors contrary to Faith and to right Rea- 
ſon :. And proceeding upon the Principles 
I have laid down at the beginning of 
this Tra&, I examin'd ſeveral Tenets of 
the modern Religions, which ate held! _ 
in Oppoſition to thoſe of the Roman Ca- 
tholick Church; I conſfider'd them one 
by one, and took a diſtinct View of eve- 
. ry particular. My firſt Reaſoning was 
. to this effect, God is infinite in Wiſdom: 
£ 


and in Goodneſs: He has laid upon us 
certain Commandments, for the Tranſ— 
greſſion whereof he puniſhes Man moſt 
ſeverely, and even to Eternity. Ther: 
certainly his Commands are ſuch, as 
with the help of his Grace may be ac» 
compliſh'd; otherwiſe he would nerther 
be- a- wiſe Law-giver, nor. a. merciful 
Lord, did he puniſh. Man eternally. for 
Tranſgreſſing them. For no Body will. 
ſay. he is a wife and merciful Maſter, 
who commands his Servant things ah _} 
lutely impoſſible, as to ſtop the- Suns: 
| My B 5. > Courlſe;, 
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Fo 1 
arſe, or to; touch the Heavens with 
his Finger, and who, in caſe the Ser- 
vant fails of doinggt, does puniſh him 
with the utmoſt Sev rity, and condemn 
him to moſt exquiſite Torments. Now 
God is a moſt wiſe Law-giver, and a 
Maſter of an unlimited Bounty and Cle- 
mency ; therefore he has commanded us 
nothing but what with his Grace we are. 
able to perform: By conſequence the 
Doctrine of all our Innovators has no 
Foundation of Truth to build on, when 
they tell us (1) it is impoſſible, even 
with the Grace of God, to keep his 
Commandments. 

My ſecond Argument. God's Gol: 
neſs is beyond Meaſure. Nothing there- 
tore ought to be admitted, that is repug- 
nant to it. Now it were a Repugnancy 
to his ſovereign Goodneſs, before he 
had foreſeen a Mar's Demerits, to de- 
ftine and condemn him (2) to everla- 
ſting Fire, and even to create him for 


(1) Lutker, de L bertate Chriſtiana, tom. 2 
ol. 4 | 
( 40 Luther de Serv. Arbitr. tom, 2, fol. 466. 

ſi placet tibi Deus indignos coronans, non de bet 
ttiam d iſplicere i 3 damnads. Calvin in- 
fl. t. l. 3. Fe 23. n. 6, 7. 
that 


1 
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PEST]... 
that fatal end: Therefore there is no ſuch 
Decree of Reprobation m God ; and the 
Doctrine of the Calviniſts is falſe and 
ought to be rejected together with the _ *' 
aht 
My third Argument. God is eſſen- 
tially True and Omnipotent, ſo that 
nothing is impoſſible to him. When 
therefore our Saviour, (ho is alſo our 


GSod) ſaid at his laſt Supper to his Apo- 


ſtles (1) This is my Body.. This is my 
Blood; either he faid not true, and 
therefore is not the Truth; or eMe he 


had not Power to change the Bread in- 


to his Body, and the Wine into his 


Blood, and by conſequence is not Om- _ 


nipotent, nor the true God. ' But he 1s 


God, and therefore he is eſſentially True 


and Omnipotent. In effect, if God 


could create the World out of nothing, 
it our Saviour at the Marriage in C% 
of Galilee could change Water into Wine, 


he can likewiſe change the Bread into 


his Body and the Wine into his Blood. 


Therefore the Doctrine of the Calviniſts, 
who deny the real Preſence of Chriſt's 
Body and Blood is manifeſtly falſe. We 
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, (1) St. Matth. 26. 26. 23, 
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ſhall bring hereafter ſeveral mai 
of the like Nature. 


Ts + on ſic ideration xy. 


As I was ſearching to the bottom the 
Credenda of the Proteſtants, I 1 met 


with ſeveral Paradoxes, altogether in- 


credible, and inconſiſtent with common 


Senſe and Reiſon. For Example, the 


Abettors of the pretended Reformation 
among other Errors, teach (1) that all 
Sins are equal, and that no Sin is venial. 
Upon this I argued in the following 
manner. An idle Word is a Sin, for 
our Saviour tells us we . muſt give an 
Account of it in the Day of Judgment. 
This Sin then, according to the Do- 
Etcine of our Innovators, muſt be of 
equal Enormity with any other Sin; as 
for Inſtance, with that of Blaſphemy, 


| a, OT, Infidelity, Or Apoſtacy. Now if tne 
Sin of an idle Word be as enormous as 


any of thoſe, it deſerves an equal Pu- 


niſhment, and muſt be equally remiſſi- 


ble or irremiſlible, and will as hardly 


5 4 Pardon as any other Sin. But our 


: 65 ?i7i— — | * — 


© Muſculus j in Loc. comm. p. 28. : 
Saviour 


1 


23 J Bath 
Saviour has given a very different Infor- 
mation touching the. Puniſhment and 
Pardon of Sins. IWhoſoever, ſays he, (1) 

1s angry with his Brother without a Cauſe, 

ſhall be in danger of the Judgment: And mho- 
the ¶ „ever (hall ſay to his Brother, Roca [a Word 
of Contempt] ſhall be in danger of the 
Council: But whoſoever ſhall ſay, thou Fool, 
ſhall be in danger of Hell fire. Here we 
learn, that a Motion of Anger againſt a 
Neighbour, deſerves indeed ſome Pu- 
niſhment ; but that a biting Word de- 
ſerves a Greater. Over and above that 
St. John (2) tells us, There is 4. Sin unto. 
Death, from whence it follows, there is 
Sin, which is not unto Death, and 
by Conſequence that all Sins are not 
equal, Beſides, there is a Sin, which 
ſhall not be forgiven (3) neither in this 
World, neither in the World to come, for In- 
ſtance, the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
All Sins therefore are not upon the Le- 
vel, as to the Remiſſion of them, nor as 
to their Enormity. Infine, we read in 
the Proverbs (4) The juſt Man falleth ſe- 
ven Times and riſeth up gain 3 but the 
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(1) St. Matth. 5. 22. 491 john: 16, | 
(3) $1, Matth. 12. 32. (4) Prov. 2416. 
IR | wicked 
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micked ſhall fall into Miſchief... Some Sins 
there are by Conſequence which do not 
ſtrip us of habitual Juſtice, and there are 
others, which do: I infer, that all Sins 
are not equal; and by a neceſſary Con- 
ſequence, that that Sect or Religion 
ought to be rejected, which holds the 

. contrary, F 


Conſideration XVI. 


According to the fame Settaries, all 
= good Works are (1) Sins: So that in 
1 their Principles, who will likewiſe have 

all Sins to be equal, every good Work 
muſt have in it ſelf the Bnormity of all 
Sins whatſoever ; by Conſequence, to 
Pray to God is a Crime of as black a 
Dye as Blaſphemy ; to give an Alms to 
a poor Body 1s no better than robbing 
him of what he has; and to reſtore ill - 
gotten Goods to the right Owner, is as 
blameable as to keep them againſt his 
_—__: 


( 
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(i) Luther in cap. 3. Gal. tom. 5. fol. 363, 
Adverſus Execr. Ant. 19m. 2. fol. 1100. Opus 


bonum optime factum, eſt veniale peccatum. 
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Conf A e XV. 


To preſs this Argument a little far- 
ther, 1 would gladly know what any of 
their Parſons would adviſe a Man to do, 
that ſhould ask him, whether or no he 
were obliged in the laſt Caſe above- - 
mention d to Reſtitution? If he Anſwers | 
inthe Affirmative ; the unjuſt. Poſſeſſor 
may ask him- again, whether it be a 
good Work to reſtore anothers Goods? 
If he ſay, it is; the other may reply 
unto him; you hold that all good Works 
are Sins, and again, that all Sins are e- 
qual in themſelves ; ſo that, whether I 
reſtore or retain my "Neighbour's Goods, 
tis all one, as to the Guilt. of Sin; I 
wall therefore keep for my own Uſe and 
Benefit, what I hold to the Prejudice of 


my Neighbour. Upon a ſerious Ex- | 


amination of theſe two Points, I judged 
them to be equally impertinent and ex- 
travagant, as likewiſe the Sects that teach 


 Conſ aeration X VIII. 


God is the ſoveraign Sanity ; ig 
we muſt woes he is infinitely removed 


from 
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from all Sin, and hates it above all 


Things. If this be fo, it is not his Will, 
nor his Command that we commit it, 
neither can it in any Manner be imputed 


to him. It follows then, that God is 
neither the Author nor the Cauſe of Sin, 


by willing, or ſuggeſting, or effecting, 
or commanding or working it; or by 
directing to it the impious Deſigns of 
the Wicked, as the Calviniſts, (1). and 
. Luther (2) himſelf would have us be- 
leve. . | 


7 Conſideration XIX. 


1 read over and again with all poſible. 
attention, ſeyeral Hiſtorians, as well. 


(i) calvin Inſtit. J. 3 cap. 23. u. 7: Nec abſur · 
dum videri debet quod dico, Deum non modo: 
primi hominis Caſum, & in eo poſterorum rui- 


nam prævidiſſe; ſed arbitrio quoq; ſuo diſpen- 
ſaſſe. Idem docet, u. 8, © 9. & de æternà Dei 
Prædeſt. Opuſc ; p. 906. & Beza Expoſ. de la Fot 


chez. Riv. 1860. chap. 2, G 3. 


(2) Luther de Serv. Arditr. tom. 2 fol. 429, 


dicimus Deum in nobis operari bona & mala, 
noſq; mera. neceſſitate paſſiva ſubjici Dei ope- 
ranti, fol. 434. Hic eft fidei ſummus Gradus,crede- 
re [ Deum) juſtum, qui ſua voluntate nos neceſ - 


ſar io damnabiles facit. Similia babes. fol. 445» 


450, 467. 


Political 


hy, 
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Political Eccleſiaſtical, as likewiſe the 
Annals of a great many Nations, to find, 
if, before the fifteenth Century, there | 
was any where mention made of the Lu- 
theran or Calviniſt Doctrine, or of the o- 
ther Sets of theſe our Days. For the 
ſame End, I likewiſe peruſed a great 
many ancient Writings and Records of 
the memorable Tranſactions that hap- 
per'd in each Century, but without find- 
ing the leaſt Mark or Foot · ſtep of them. 
This made me conclude that theſeReligt- 
ons were all new, and by Conſequence far 
ſhort of being Apoſtolical ſince they 
were not left to us by our Saviour; nor 
by his Apoſtles, but newly forged in the 
freakiſh Heads of their Authors; which 
gave me juſt Reaſon to reject them. 


C onfia eration XX. 


It came to my Mind, how read in- 
my Youth the Book of a Calvin f which 
he call'd a Journal, wherein he attemp- 
ted to prove, by a long Muſter- roll of 
his own Invention, that, ever ſince our 
Saviour” s Time, there were ſome in eve- 
ry Age, that held the Doctrine of Lu- 
ther and Calvin. But his vain Attempt 


had no Influence upon me, for the fol- 
lowing 


Jowing 1 In the firſt Place, he 
will — the Perſons, he places in his 
Catalogue, to have held Calvin Opinion, 
as well as Luther s. So that he dubs them 
« Lutheran-Calviniſts. He might as wel! 
have attempted to make the Eaſt and 


Sectaries will own himſelf to be com- 
pounded of a Lutheran and a Calviniſt, 
but pretends to be either a downright 
Calviniſt, or a downright Lutheran, ſo thoſe 
that fill the aboye-mention'd Catalogues 
cannot paſs for Lutheran Calvinifts; Nei- 
ther is there the leaſt Colour of Reaſon, 
_ why the Calviniſts ſhould derive their Pe- 
digree from that Liſt any more than the 
Lutherans ;, or the Lutherans, any more 
then the Calviniſts. Na ay, the Anabaptiſts 
and all the late Spawn of SeCtaries have 
as juſt Reaſons to put in their Claim to it. 
It cannot therefore be inferr'd from any 
Thing there related, that before Luthers 
or Calvin's Days, any Man held, believ'd 
or taught the Doctrine of Luther or Cul- 
vin, or of the Lutherans or Calviniſts of 
our Ys in its Purity, if 1 1 ſay ſo, 


and 


Weſt Wind to blow from the ſame Quar- Ip 
ter; for tis Matter of Fact that the Faith ir 
of Lackey and that of Calvin are no more i 
to be reconciled, than the Lutherans and i 
the Calviniſts. As thereſore none of. our 

f 
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and full Extent. Secondly, this fame 
datalogue is wholly Chimerical. For the 
Perſons cited by this Author, are, ac- 
cording to his Computation, true Lutbhe- 
ran-Calvini te, becauſe he finds in their 
Writings a Word or Two, or, at moſt, a 
Propoſition, which the Lutherans and Cal- 
viniſts maintain at preſent. But, were this 
Wl ſufficient, he ought to have put upon 
% the Roll of - Lutheran Calviniſts, Mahomet, 
dur Judus Iſcariot, Arius and all Arch-here- 
m- ticks that ever rent the Church of Chriſt, 
wt ſince all and every one of them have in 
10 5 ſome Point or other held the ſame, as 
0e the Lutherans and the Calviniſts. Mahomet 
SUES held, as they do, that there was but one 
ca God: Arius, that Councils might err, 
ON, and that the Council of Nice effeftually 
had err'd, in condemning him ; ſo that 
at this rate of reaſoning Mahomet and A- 
ore „ins will be Lutheran-Calviniſts. 3dly, this 
ſts Catalogue is abſolutely falſe, for as much 
ave Tas the Author has ſwelld it with the } 
SN Names of Perſons, who to their Death . 
any profeſsd the Roman Catholick Faith, and 
among theſe of Popes, Cardinals, Archbi- 
d ſhops, Biſhops, Religious Men, and even of 
ſome who by their Writings have aſſerted 
of che Truth of the Roman Catholick Faith. 
10, And what's his Reaſon, for ſo doing? 


n 
Why, truly none at all. He will prove 
St. Gregory to have been a Lutheran Cal- 
vini t, from his reprehending the Faults 
of Prieſts; S. Irenæus, from his commend- 
ing the Holy Scripture ; St. Polycarp,from 
his holding the Apoſtolical Doctrine, and 
even Bellarmin to have been auother, be- 
cgaauſe he complains of the Sins of bad Ca- 
og tcholicks. Let the World judge, if theſe be 
L Arguments to prove them to have been 
Lutheran Calvinifts, Do not Roman Ca- 


= tholicksand their Preachers ſtill inveign 
I againft the diſordersof Eccleſiaſticks? Do 


not they reproach ill Catholicks for their 
8 wicked Lives? Do not they recommend 
the reading of the Holy Scriptures, and 
the Doctrine of the Apoſtles? Will this 
transform them into Lutheran Calviniſts ? 


| Conſideration XXI. ; 


11 In running through all the Hereſies 
| of paſt Ages, I made for my ſelf an Hi- 

ſtorical Abſtract incomparably better 
than this abſurd Catalogue, For I 

found that well nigh alt the Articles of 
Faith, which Lutherans and Calviniſts 
maintain, were formerly taught by ſome 
other Arch-hereticks, and condemn'd by 
tne 


— — — —„— — 
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he Church; I do not mean, that any of 
hem taught all theſeArticles in the man- 
er they are taughtiby Luther and Calvin, 
for there never was any ſuch) but that 
| ome Arch-hereticks taught ſome of 
and em, and that in different Ages. But 
his can never be an Argament with Men 


c. Pf Senſe, that the Lutheran or Calviniſt 
e be Doctrine had a Being before Luther or 
en Cavin. It only proves (and this indeed 
2 by a fair Conſequence) that the Religion 
Do broach'd by Lzther and Calvin is a Com- 
a lication of divers ancient condenan'd 
3 Hlerefies, ſomewhat reſembling the Beg- 


gars Coat, which he finds among the 
Brokers made up of party-colour'd Rags, 


uy and Patches with ſome new. Shreds of 
*? I Cloth,”of a Colour and Quality altoge- 
ther diſproportion u. 

| Conſideration XXII. | 
= Next I took into Conſideration the 


i- | true Marks of the Church of Chrift, 
4 vix. that it is One, Holy, Cathulicł, and A- 


0 poſtolical. But not one of them could I 
. find in the reform'd, or to give it its | 
6 proper Name, the deform'd Church. As 


for Unity, there's nothing of it; for their 
: Adherents are at Variance upon —__ 
ö 9 of 


— 


. 
of the chief Articles of Faith; and ever 
thoſe of the ſame Denomination are run 
into Sentiments and Opinions direct i) 
oppoſite. They are no leſs Strangers 10 
Holineſs. which, as David (1) obſerves, 
directs us to flee Pom evil, and do the Thing 
that is good, whereas theſe Religions are 
ſo far from teaching. us to decline Evil 
by the Obſervance of God's Command. 
ments; that on the contrary they declare 
at a Thing impoſſible to obſerye: them: 
And inſtead, of exhorting us to well- do- 
ing, they teach us that good Works (2) 
are no ways helpful toward the gaining 
of Salvation, and, what is yet worſe, 
they ſay that good Works (3) are down- 
right Sins. Beſides, that they. cannot 
name ſo much as one Perſon. Sanctity 
that was of their Religion. They ate e- 
qually at a Loſs how to prove their 
Church Catholick or Univerſal; for their 
Laps bus: never n 11 * Cc 
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(2) Luther de Servo Atbitr.! tom. 2. fal. 453-fi 
bonum operarentur propter regnum obtinendum, | 
nunquam obtinerent. 

(3) Luth. Adv. Execra. Antich. tom. 2 fol. 110. 
In cap. 3. ad Gal. tom. 5. fol. 363, Confit. Ratio. 
tom. 2. fol. 26. De votis fol. 281. . 


the World, as the Roman has, accordin 
to that of the Af poſtle,( \YThep ſound went 
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into all the Earth, and their Words unto the 
ends of the World: Add to this, that their 
Religion cannot be traced back through 
every Age; for before the Year 1517, it 


was no Where ſpoken of. And at this 


il Day, it is not known over all the World. 
fand. it has only neſtled in ſome few Provinces - 
clareſW of Europe, which is the ſmalleſt Part of 
em: the Univerſe, compared with Africa, A- 
do- ſia, and America, where it is ſo far from 
(2) being eftabliſted, that it is not fo muchas 
ming mention'd, excepting a few Corners, 


where the Seftaries have gain yd a Settle- 


own- ment upon no other Account but that of 
nnot | Commerce. Infine, it cannot be Apoſtoli- 
city ¶ cal, by Rea ſon that it was not founded - . 
te e- dy the Apoſtles, nor is able to flew a 
their continual Succeſſion of its Paſtors or its 
their Doctrine from thoſe firſt Planters of the 
hout | Church of Chriſt. On the other fide, 
5 all theſe Marks are ſhew'd by all Manner 
—— of Proofs to be inherent in the Roman 

| ; Catholick Church. So that I had all the 
5$3-fi WW Reaſon in the World to prefer it before 
dum, any of the Reſt. | 
110. 3 e 5 

the 41) Rom. 10. 18, 
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Conſcderation XXIII. 


Then! began to conſider, how ſo ma 
my different Nations, Provincesand whole 
Kingdoms turn'd from Heatheniſm tc 
Chriſtianity : I found it was done after 
an admirable Manner, and that ſuch 2 

_ Converſion could never have been effet- 
ed without the Divine Power and AfiM 

| Nance, by Reaſon of the many Obſtacles 

on the Part of powerful Emperors, Kings 
and Tyrants, whoſe Cruelty was to be 
undergone, and Obſtinacy to be ſur- 
mounted ;; and chiefly by Reaſon that the 
Chriſtian Faith recommended to them 
Things contrary to Fleſh and Blood and 
to the Maxims of the World, and pro- 
poſed to their Belief ſublime and hidden 
Myſteries, which the Light of Nature 
alone was not able to comprehend ; and 
all this by Preachers deſtitute of all hu- 
man Support. Upon a ſerious Contem- 
plation of theſe Prodigious Converſions, 
I began to think whatthat Faith and Re- 
ligion was, and I ſoon diſcover'd it to 
be the Roman Catholick Apoſtolick, 
which wrought theſe Wonders by Men 
of an Apoſtolical Spirit, ſent. by the 
chief Biſhops to preach the Goſpel. Our 


very 
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very Adver ſaxzes will confeſs Has during ; 
the 70 firſt Ages, there was: no other 
Religion to which Nations were con- 
verted. The ſixth Age ſaw England con- 


Preaching of St. Boniface, who receiv mM 
This Miſfion from Pope Gregory III. St. 
C yril and St, Adethodius converted Moravia 
In the Eighth. In the Fut Hungar 
and Poland were conyerted by St. Axel- 
bert, St. Philigrin and others. In the tenth 
Bohemia, and 3 zand long before this 


JVerted by St. Auguftin a onk, ſent thi- 
Icher by St. Gregory Pope. In the roo 
I embraced the F aith by 


at the 
them 
0 and 
ro- 
icden 
ac e 
and 
[1 hu- 
em- 
ſions, 
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Men 
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Our 


Fr eexland by St. Boniface and It. Willebrods 


In the eleyenth Pomerania by St. Bruno. 
In the twelfth Livonia by St. Meinard, oy 
and Sweden by Ni roholas Wege pear, * 15 


was afterwards advanc'd o the See 
Rome; In the two laſt * a vaſt num 
ber of Provinces. as well i in the Eaſt as 


Weſt Indies, and a far greater Tract of 


Land, than all Europe together, have 
been brou ght to the Chriſtian Faith, 
which is no other than the Roman Ca- 
tholick, and the Number of Converts 
there is daily on the Increaſe. But after 
the ſtricteſt Search 1 have been able to 
make, I have not found ſo-much as one 
ſing le Pagan Nation, * has embraced 

q C Lite 
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Lither atiif in er Calviniſm, or any of our 
new Sects. A their Proſelites, as far as 
1 can learn, are Jooſe and debauched 
Carholicks, who have not, in all Ap- 
pearance, any other Motive: for leaping 
the Pale of the Roman Catholick Church; 
then ſenſual Pleaſures and worldly Satis- 
factions. From theſe Premiſes the moſt 
rational Concluſion-1 was able to draw, 
was that the Roman Catholick Apoftolick 
Religion ought to be SOOT any} 
. our new - broach d Sects. is 
1977191 


* Conſideration XXIV. fa 


ok he foregoing Conſideration chanel 
me on to this farther Remark : That 
God beſtow'd on all the Apoſtles, and on 
All” Apoſtolical Men, whom in former 
Ages he choſe and ſent for the Conver- 
ſion of Countries and Nations, the Gift of 
extraordinary Miracles, according to 
that 'Promiſe recorded by St. Matthew 
() Go, faid our Saviour to his Diſciples, 
preach... heal the ſick, cleanſe the = 
raiſe the Dead, caſt out Devils. Of which 
Promiſe e we read the Accompliſhment 
In St. Mut's laſt | W ords, And they w went 
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forth, 


[137 : ; 
four forth, and preach'd every where, the Lord 
far as working with them and confirming the word 
uched with ſigns following. FN ; 
| AP-I The Maſter Builders of our modern 
aping Sects, may, as long as they pleaſe, boaſt 
mirch, Itheir Miſſion from God for the refor- 
Satis. ming of his Church; they have never 
moſt yet produced any of the aforeſaid Signs, 
draw | 0 . MF. | 
nor wrought a Miracle in Confirmation 
tolick Hof their Poctrine or their Miſſion, not 
e ny ſo much as the Cure of a lame Dog, as 
Na certain Author tells them. How then 
could I believe that God had ſent them, 
ſpecially ſince our Saviour has fore- 
varn'd us (1) to Beware of falſe Prophets, 
hich come in Sheep's cloathing, [having al- 
ways in their Mouths the HOLY' 
SCRIPTURE ind the GOSPEL] but 
inwardly they are aver" Wolves. Whicle 
is yet more evident, from their claſhing _ 
vith one another, and preaching incon- 
ſiſtent Doctrines, as Luther and Calvin did. 


have taught the Truth, and by conſe- 
quence to have receiv d from Goda Com- 
miſſion to reform his Church, ſince the 
one gives no better Proof, than the o- 
her of his Commiſſion. For which 
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(1) Natth. 7. 13. 
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It being impoſſible for both of them to 
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and I compared them with thoſe Apo- 


t 381 
Reaſon I judged, that neither of den 
was worthy to be believ'd. 


- - onſideration XXV. 
I likewiſe took a View of the Lives 


and Manners of theſe firſt Retormers, 


ſtolical Men, who from . "4 
brought the Gentiles to the Roman Ca- 
tholick Faith. And there appear'd as 

great a Diſproportion betwixt them, as 

there is betwixt Light and Darkneſs, be- 
twixt Heaven and Earth. Thoſe Apo- 
ſtolical Men were Perſons of eminent 
Devotion, were cloſely united to God, 
indued with many ſingular Virtues, 
were Pious, Sober, Humble and Chaſt, 
che deſp ied the Riches of the World, 
fled — Pleaſures, and had no other 
Vi iew than God's Glory i in the Salvation 
of Souls. As appears from the Hiſtory 
of their Lives, and from their Writings 
On the contrary, theſe pretended Re- 
formers were Slaves to their Bellies, and 
to carnal Pleaſures, Apoſtates, Perjurers, | 
Vow-breakers, Proud and Impious, and 
broach'd Doctrines that flatter'd Senſe 
to a moſt ſhameful Degree. Their 
Lives and Writings bear Witneſs to this 
Charge: : What Mortal was ever more 
wwe Wd 


[39] 
ſwelld with Pride and Arrogance and 
Preſumption than Luther (1) and Cal- 
vin (2) who preferr'd themſelves to all 
Antiquity, and their Senſe of the Ho- 


iv ly Scriptures to that of all the Saints 
ers, and Fathers of God's Church? What 

,po- Wl Author has ever ſent abroad Books ſo 

1ſm beaſtly (3) and full of Filth as Luther ? 

Ca- 8 Or ſo Impious and Blaſphemous (4) as 

d as Calvin ? They have both writ in ſuch a 

„ as manner, that their very Followers are. 
„be- Ml now aſhamed of them. 

Apo- 2 


th Conſideration XXVI. 


God, Another powerful Inducement to the 
tues, Roman Catholick Religion was this, 
haſt, that even in our Days great Numbers, 
orld, I fir'd wich a Zeal of Souls, undervaluing 
other the Convenienciesof Life, leaving Friends 
ation and Relations, renouncing the Ho- 


tines M000 e | 
- _ (1) Euther cont, Reg. Angliæ. 10m. 2. fol. 344« 
347 Reſp. ad Reg. Angl fol. 498. Adverſ. Exe-- | 
crab. Fol. 93. 109. Ad Epiſc. fol 209» ' 
(2) Catvin Tract. de Reform. Ecel. Opuſc. 5 
781. Epic. ad Melan. p. 1-6. 
(3) Adver. Pap. 107. fol. 451. Serm. de Matr.: t. 
5. fol. 119. In 1 Cor 7 rom. 5. fol. 111, 112. 
(4) Inſtit. 1. 1. c. 14. u. 3. in cap. 17. Jo. v. 12. 
Fn. c. 3. ad Gal. Inſtit. I. 1. c. 13. M., 9. 23, 24. l 2 
6 16. n. 12, J. 6 · C, 14. 3. 
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nours, Dignities and Advantages, 6f 
which they are in Poſſeſſion or in a rea- 
ſonable Expectation, go chearfully in 
queſt of People to the fartheſt Corners 
of the Earth, that they may preach to 
them the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, inſtruct 
them in the Principles of Faith, and 
convert them to Chriſtianity, without 
any Apprehenſion of the Dangers inci- 
dent to ſuch long Voyages, of the Cru- 
elty of Tyrants, or of Death it ſelf, 
which they have reaſon to expect from 
the Malice of a barbarous People; and 
with Aſſurance they may be able to ſay, 
as St. Paul did (1) I am in labour mor- 


abundant, in ſtripes -ahove meaſure, in pri- 
ont more frequent, in deaths off.” But we 


never find the like among the Preachers 
of the other Religions. And this obli- 
ged me to conclude, that thoſe were 
full, theſe empty of the Spirits of God: 
For (2) Greater love hath no Man than this, 
that a Mam lay down his Life for his Friends, 
Conſideration XXVII. 

Again, I admired: to ſee, among the 
Roman 'Catholicks, ſo many Perſons, 
who might live eaſy in the World, by 
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(.) 2 Cor. 11.23. (2) John 15. 13 
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reaſon of their plentiful Eſtates, and all 
the Conveniencies that are uſed to wait 
upon illuſtrious _ Families, not only 
young Gentlemen and Gentlewomen, 
but many others deſcended of, Barons, 
Counts, Marqueſſes and Princes; I ſay, 
to ſee theſe trample on all the Delights 
and Pleaſures of the World, and vr 
ſuch chearful Hearts to preſs througł 
a Thouſand Obſtacles, and ammure 
themſelves in auftere and- poor Cloiſters, 
and this upon no other Motive, than the 
Love of God, and the ſecuring of} their 

Salvation. Can any. of the new Rae | 
gions \ſhew me a Parallel to this? Or 

rather, don't they all aun directly Coun- 
ter? Over and above, that, among 
their Miniſters, you will ſcarce find one 
of noble Extraction, or of any conſi- 
derable Family above the Vulgar. {ay 
not this as if I pretended that God makes 
any Diſtinction of Perſons , 1 know very 
well that our bleſſed Saviour made 
Choice of Simple Ignorant Fiſher-men 
for his Apoſtles : I only infer, that for 
Chriſtians ſo couragiouſly to leave the 
World, as Religious Men and Women 
do in the Roman Church, they muſt 
certainly be influenced by an extraordi- 
nary Grace of God, and animated with 
ä the 


[ 42 ] 
the true Faith, in which ſuch ſingular 
Gracesare beſtowed upon them. = 


Conſe deration XXVIII. 


I remember that in my Youth I heard 
two Lutheran Miniſters diſcourſing con- 
cerning a young Man of an admirable 
Diſpoſition, with whom J was very well 
acquainted. If I be not miſtaken, faid | 
one of the Miniſters to the other, this | 
young Man will never Marry. The 
other made anſwer : He'll do very well, | 
for Continency and Celibacy is a great 
Gift, and a ſingular Grace of God. I, 
who was then very young and a Lurbe- 
ran too, being amazed at this Anſwer, 
began thus to reaſon the Matter with | 
my ſelf. Since our Miniſters ſtyle them- 
ſelves Reformers of the Church, and 
Preachers of the pure Goſpel, and own 
that Continency and 1 is a great 
Gift and a ſingular Grace of God; how 
comes it to paſs, that God beftows not 
this ſingular Grace on them? For youll 
ſeldom or never find that the Miniſters | 
hve unmarried. And ho chances it, 
that this Gift and Grace is beſtow'd on 
ſo mary Papiſts, whom we call Idola- 
ters For among them there are infinite 
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is to be ador'd, an 


far from denying it, that they beliere 


5 3 43 if 
and of Bcfleſialticks, Who paſs r 
Lives in' a ſtric Obſervance of Conti- 
nency:and- Chaſtity, Their Religion 
muſt certainly be more acceptable to 


God, becauſe no Man can be (1) Chaſt, g 


unleſs God give the Grace. When 1 
came to riper Vears, I very frequen tly 
had this in my Thoughts; and it was 
one of the Motives that inclined me to 
the Roman Catholick Faith 


Conſe deration XXIX. 3 
I read ſeveral Authors, who had writs 
ten againſt the Roman: Catholick Reli- 
ion, and I could not but take Notice, 
ow in all their Arguments they labour 
to prove, what Catholicks do not deny 
but on the contrary allow without any 
Difficulty.” But they hardly touch upon 


thoſe Points which Catholicks hold for 
Articles of Faith. For luſtance, they 


from Scripture, to prove that God only 
honour'd with di- 
vine Wolſhip: When Ca tholicks are ſo- 


ifto be a Sin of Idolatry to pay divine 
anten, to am Creature whatever. 
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Again they cite many Places in Scrip- 
ture, which make honourable mention 
of Marriage. But what's all this to the 
purpoſe ? Catholicks condemn not Mar- 
riage; fo far from it, that they put it 
in the Number of Sacraments. Their 
Doctrine in this particular, amounts to 
no more than what St. Paul hns taught 
them (1) that He that giveth his Virgin 
in Marriage, doth well; but he that giueth 
her not in Marriage, doth better. Again, 
they ſpeak much of our Saviour's Me- 
rits, and of the Satisfaction he has of- 
_ fer'd for our Sins. But what then? Do 

not Catholicks likewiſe teach that our 
Saviour's Merits are of infinite Value, 
and that his Satisfaction ſuffices for the 
Sins of the whole World? Muſt this 
hinder them from giving Ear to the 
Advice of St. Peter (2) Brethren, give 
diligence to make your calling and election 
ſure by- good works, (as the Latin Verſion 
has it) or to that of St. Paul (3) If ſobe 
that we ſuffer with him, that we may be al- 
fo glorified with him. The Proteſtants 
give us great Encomiums of Faith. 
And ſo do the Catholicks; but may 


— 


ow — = uma —2— 
(1) 1 Cor. 7. 38. (2) 2 Epi. 1. 10. 
(3) Rom. 8. 17. b tat 
Wet: they 


PE 


ack” 
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1161 — 
they not dae St. James, when he 
ſays, (1) Te ſee then, how that by works a 
Man is juitified, and not by Faith only : Or 
St. Paul, when he pronounces of himſelf 
(2) Though I have "oþ Faith, ſo: that I could 
remove Mountains, and have no Charity, 1 


an nothing? Infine, our Adverſaries in- 


veigh moſt bitterly ag ainſt che diſſolute 
Lives of ſome of the ee But ho, 
does this better their Cauſe ? Catholicks = 
deteſt it, as much as they: But then 
they admire in the Generality of them 
that Angelical Chaſtity which r er 4 
ſerve both in Body and Soul. 


0 onfideration XXX. 


I obſervd not only in theſe Authors? 
but liikewiſe in the Sermons and Dif. 
courſes, both Publick and. Private, of 
other Miniſters, that their main Talent 
lay in flandering and blackning the Ro- 
man Wat e Church. And this alene 
was enough to perſwade me, they were 
but ill 1 with Arguments againſt 
her. For when Men in the Heat of 
their Diſputes fling Dirt at their Adver- 
faries, 'tis a certain Sign their: Argu- 
ments want an Edge. Over and: e 
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"Tas? 


Gen e are awed made up of 


Lies and Forgeries. And how is it poſ- 


fible by bare-fac'd- Lies to come at 
Truth? Vet this is the very Caſe of 
the Proteſtants. For Inſtance, they 
will have the World to believe, that Ca- 
tholicks adore the Saints; that they take 
the Pope for a God, that they put their 
Hope and Confidence more in their 
own "Merits and in thoſe of the Saints, 
than in the Merits of our Saviour Je ſus 
Chriſt ;' and a Thouſand other Stories, 
without: any Foundation, but pure Mas 
lice to ſupport them. Now IT could not 
thirk it rational to ground my Faith up- 
on palpable Lies and Calumnies ; and 
for that reaſon I. reſolv'd to inform my 
ſelf of the Truth of Things; and ha- 
virg happily found it, 1 rejected all 
theſe new Setts as fo many Impoſtures. 


Conf deration XX XI. 


I remember, that being once preſent 
in my Vouth, "at a Diſpute of School 
Divinity, which was held among the 
Calviniſts, one of the Audience, more 
knowing than the reſt, propoſed before 


all the Compary in the Perſon of a Ca- 


tholick, an Argument, which ſo gra- 


velbd the Profeſſor, that it quite menen 
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him for a Time. Then to get clear of 


it, as well as he could, he told us, that, 


being formerly in England, he had pro- 


poſed the ſame difficulty to one of their 
Doctors, who had no other Anſwer to 
give him than that no pertinent Re- 
ſolution could be made to the Argu- 
ment, and by conſequence that in this 
Point no direct Anſwer was to be given 
to Catholicks, but the only way was to 
avoid the Force and Dint of it, by ſome 
logical Evaſion. This Anſwer did not a 
little ſcandalize me: For it is not by 

Quirks and Shuffles that Satisfaction can 
be given to any Argument, nor that the 
Knowledge of any Truth can be acqui- 
red. So that I judged the Proteſtants took 
not much to Heart the Truth of Matters, 
as to Articles. of Faith © ef 


Conſideration KXXII 


I remark'd likewiſe another particular, 


which gave me a moſt violent Preſu 
3chool WW ptiom of the Falſity of all the Sefts that 
z the iſ have ſeparated from the Roman Catho- 
| more {if lick Church. Tho? they continually re- 
before fer Catholicks to the Holy Scripture; 
a Ca- I as for themſelves, they treat it as they 
) gra- think fit. Sometimes they reject whole 


ilenc'd WW Books of it, at other times they dreſs it 


. — 


out in a falſe (1) Tranſlation, and all of 
them expound it to their own Fancies, 
and make it chime to the Suggeſtions of 
their private Spirits. On the contrary, 
the Roman Catholicks have all the ſame 
Verſion, all make uſe of the ſame Books, 
which the Church has uſed for above 
thirteen hundred Years ; and they un- 
derſtand them not according to their 
oon private Lights, but according to the i 
Senſe of the Ancient Fathers, and of | 
the univerſal Church, to which our-bleſ- 

. fed Saviour refers us in thoſe Words, 
(2) If he neglett to hear the Church, let him 
bie unto thee as an Heathen and a Publican. 


C onſideration XXXIII. 


That nothing might paſs me without 
being examin' d, I attentively peruſed 
Luthers little Catechiſm, which the Lu- 
therans of Hungary make uſe of to this 
Day. I carefully compared it with the 
Catechiſm of the ſame Luther printed at 
Wittemberg in 1567. And I found that 
in ſeveral Articles, it differ d as much as 
could be from the firſt Edition ofthe ſame 


(1) Concerning falſe Tranſlations in the Engliſh 
Bible, ſee a Book cal, The true Church of Chrift. 
Part 1. - 137. (2) Matth. 18. 1). 

; 125 1 Cate- 


- 
i 
4 
U 
\ 
6 
* 
4 
12. 
7 
191 
j 
N 
I 
1 
* 
i; 


5 
\ 
| 
10 
| 


= 


7 \< * 
AC a 
— ft 


4 * — Pa * 
— AA 


by SIS 


n 


——— — 
= <'>% > 
s g „ 


FAROE T1491. 


chr never have imagurd ſo great an Altera= 
- of Ml tion; had I not remark d how the pre- 

Ay tended Reformers of our Days after, as 
ame the Fancy takes them, the Articles of 
oks, their Religion; ſo that ſome are held in 
\ove ſome Countries, which are denied in o- 

un. thers; ſome ſtifled in this Age, which 
heir were broach'd in the laſt ; and others 

\ the ¶ broach'd in this, which were not ſo much 

d of as dream'd of in the laſt. If any Man 


. queſtions what I fay concerning theſe 
rds, two Catechiſms, I deſire he would com- 


t him pare them; which may eaſily be done, | 


Catechiſm,printed at Wittemberg. I ſhould ö 


. Ml fince this Catechifm of Wittemberg was 


reprinted in 1701 at Tirnau in Hungary. 
On the contrary in my Travels through 
hs ſeveral Catholick Provinces, I found no 


ruſed Difference among them, as to Articles of 


e Lu- Faith, but rather an exact Conformity. 
| Wh onfideration XXXIV. G 


Having therefore met with ſo unac- 


Faith, among thoſe that would be 
thought to follow the Augsbourg Confeſ- 
tion, I reſoly'd to read it with all poſ- 
fible Attention. I procured ſeveral Edi- 
tions and thoſe of different Times. But 
I found them ſo alter'd and inconſiſtent, 


— — — 


countable a Variety, as to Matters of 


chat 


1 


1 

that I was not able to diſcover which of 
them was the Genuine; and no Won- 
der, fince the very Profeſſors of Lutheranſi 
Vniverſities are at Variance about the 
Matter. I labour'd under this uncer- 
tainty, till T had the good Fortune, 
when at Vienna, to be admitted one Day 
with a great many more into the Empe- 
ror's Library. There among other Rari- 
ties, his Imperial Majeſty's Library-keep- 
er ſhew'd us the very Original of that] 
Confeſſion, which AMelanFhon, in 15 30, 
preſented to Charles V. at the Diet of 
Augsbourg. Tis ſo different from the 
other Editions, that, did they not bear 
the Title, no Man would take them for 
the Confeſſion of Augsbourg. From whence 
I infer that the Religion of our Lathe- 
rans is not that of the Augshourg Confeſ- 
ſion, but very different from it, and by 
Conſequence, not worthy to be regarded. 
But why was I not contented at leaſt with 
the Original itſelf? Becauſe it contain- 
ed a great many Lies and palpable Con- 
tradictions, as Cardinal Pa man hath 
clearly proved in his Learned Work, 
called Xaſauz from page 415. to 440. 
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Conſideration XXX EV. 
Having very frequently Meditated on 
thoſe Words of our Saviour, (f) Enter ye 
in at the ſtrait Gate, for wide is the Gate, 
and broad is the Way that leadeth to Deſtru- 
tion, and many there be which go in thereat, 
becauſe ſtrait is the Gate and narrom is the 
Way which leadeth unto Life, and few there 
be that find it. And(2). Strive to enter in 
at the ſtrait Gate, I ſay, having very fre- 
quently confidered theſe Words, I eaſily 
perceiv'd the Religions, contrary to that 
of the Roman Catholicks, were not this 
ſtrait Gate which leadeth unto Life; but 
that they were the wide Gate that lead- 
eth to Deſtruction. For according to their 
Doctrine (3) there goes no more to the 
Gaining of eterr al Life, than believing 
ones ſelf predeſtin'd to Glory, and that 
he ſhall be ſaved. Now certainly this 
Doctrine can never be reconciled with _ 
that of our blefſed Saviour and his A- 
poſtles. For, when one ask*d Jeſus Chriſt, 
(4)Good Maſter, what good Things ſhall '7 


* . 


(1) Matth. 3. 13. 14. (2) Luke 13. 24. 

(3)-Calv. Inſtit. J. 3. c. 2. u. 16 & 24. Antid. 
Cone. Trid. in Seſſ. 6. cap. 13. 13. Beza Expole 
de la Fay ch. 8, cot c. 1. FCC 
' (4) Matth. 19. 16. 17» 
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do, 


"IS 


ſwer' d, If thou wilt enter into Life, keep 
the Commandments. Whereas, our: Secta- 
ries, had the Queſtion been put to them, 
would not have ſaid, if thou ſhilt enter 
into Life keep the Commandments, for 
this they judge impoſſible; but rather, 
if thou wilt enter into Life, only believe 
that Jeſus Chriſt has fulfilꝰd for thee the 
Commandments of God the Father. The 
Jews touch'd with St. Peter's Sermon, 
ask d, What ſhall we do? (1) And St. Peter 
anſwer'd, do Penance, as our Saviour him- 
ſelf had faid before (2) by ye do Pe- 


nance, ye ſhall all likewiſe: periſh. And St. 
Peter again (3) Do Penance therefore and be 
converted, that your Sins may be blotted out. 


In the ſame Manner did St. John the Bap- 
tiſt begin his Preaching (4) Do Penance. 
— Bring forth therefore worthy fruits of 
Penance. But what would our new Goſ- 
pellers anſwer, were they ask'd by any 
one, whether, and in what manner Pe- 
nance ought to be done? They would 
tell him; only believe thy Sins are pardon d 
thee, through the Merits of Jeſus Chrift yand 
that's ſufficient. But ſhould I put this other 


(t) Ads 2. 37. g8. . (23 Luke 13.3 · 
(3) Acts 3. 19. (4) Matth. 3. 2. & 8. 
e eſtion 


do, that I may have eternal Life ? He an- 
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Twl.- 
Queſtion to them, am I obliged to for- 
give my Enemy the Injuries he has done 
me, if I would have God to forgive me 

my Sins? What would they anſwer then? 
Nothing elſe 1 ſuppoſe, but that it is e- 
nough for me to believe that my Sins are 
forgiven. And yet our Saviour has de- 
clared (1) If ye forgive Men their treſpaſe 

ſes, your" Heavenly Father wil alſo forgive | 
you: But if ye forgive not Men their treſpaſ< 
ſes neither will your Father forgive your treſpaſ< 
ſes. Lask farther,whether by good Works 
I may merit eternal Life? They will 
anſwer me in the Negative, and that it 
is Faith alone that gains it. Vet St. Peter 
(2) exhorts us by good Works to make our 
Calling and Election ſure. And St. Paul tells 
us (3) that God will render to every Man 
according to his Deeds Glory, Honour and 
Peace, to every Man that worketh Good. And 
(4) that every Man ſhall receive his own 
Reward, according to his own Labour. Ano» 
ther Queſtion may be, whether I can 

reſcue my felf from the Puniſhment due 
to my Sins, by giving Alms ? Since our 
Saviour ſays, (5) Give Alms of ſuch Things 
as you haue: And behold, al Things are 


(1) Matth. 6. 14. I $+ | (2) 2 Pet. I. 10. 
(3) Rom. 2.6. 10. (4) 1 Cor. 3. 8. 


(5) Luke 11. 41. | 
Sy | clean 


£54] 
clean unto jon. And the Prophet Daniel 
LI Break off thy Sins by Alms, and thy Ini · 
quities by ſhewing Mercy to the poor. They'll 
tell me, purſuant to their groundleſs Sy- 
ſtem, that it is not neceſſary, only believe 
that our Saviour has ſatisfied for you, and 
you'll be without Spot or blemiſh : Only 
believe that Jeſus Chriſt died for you, 
and.you'll get clear of your Sins. Faith 
alone will do your Work, Laſtly, I de- 
fire to know, what thoſe Sins are which 
damn a Soul and exclude it from the Glo- 
ry of Heaven. St. Paul would anſwer, 
Lz Ze not deceivd; neither Fornicators, nor 

Idblators, nor Adulterers, nor Effeminate, nor 
Abuſers of themſelves with Mankind, nor 
Thieves, nor Covetous, nor Drunkards, nor 
 Rewlilers, nor Extortioners ſhall inherit the 

Kingdom of God. But our Reformers with 
their Patriarch Luther L3 J will aſſure me, 
that no Sin, but Incredulity, damns a Man. 
lappeal to the common Senſe and Rea- 
fon of Mankind, if this be not a new, and 
7 Dan. 4. 2. [.) 1 Cor 6. 9. 10. 

3. JBaptizatus etiam volens non poteſt perdere 
ſalutem ſuam quantiſcunyz peccatis, niſi nolit 
credere: Nalla enim peceata eum poſſunt dam- 
nere, niſi ſola Incredulitas, Cap. Bab tom. 2 fol: 


94. Similia docet, contra Cat har. tem. 2. fol. 156. & 
Poſtilla in Dom. 8. poſt Trin. 
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Cc os deration XXX VI. 


On Occaſion of this e me 
phether Faith alone will ſuffice to ſave a Man; 
or the Support of which Principle Lu- 
her ſacrilegiouſſy corrupted that Text of 
St. Paul Li] We conclude that a Man is _ 

ed by Faith, and read by Faith alone; 1 
began to ſuſp ect the Proteſtants ah, 
ſe the like Deceit in other Texts of Scri- 
ture. I therefore reſolved to inform 
y ſelf as to this Particular, and J ſoon 
md there was but too much Reaſon for 
my Suſpicion. The fame Luther, co- 
ming to that Text of St. Peter, cited in a 
foregoing Conſideration [2] Give dili- 
gence by good Warks to make your Calling and 
Elekion ſure, entirely omits in his Tran- 
ſlation thoſe Words, By good Works, be- 
cauſe they evidently condemn his Error, 
concerningthe Uſeleſſneſs of good Works 
in order to Salvation. We read in St. 
Matthew L3 J and St. Marl, LA] Hoc eſt Cor- 
— m_ This i is my Body: But co ſhut out 


— — —— — _—_— 
15 Parra 3. 38. 2J2 Pet. 3. 10. 
3 J Matth. 26. 26. 4. Mark 14. 22. 
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n 
of the Euchariſt the real Pręſence of 
Chriſt's Body, the Generality of the Cal. 
viniſts read it thus: Hic eſt Corpus meum, 
Here is my Body. For the ſame Reaſon, 
inſtead of thoſe Words in St. Jobs [IJ J 
am the living Bread, which came down from 
Heaven, they havetranſlated,7 am the Life- 
giving Bread, that the Text might the 
more eaſily be underſtood of - common 
Bread. The Roman Catholicks prove 
the. Sacrament of Penance, not only 
from St. James's Epiſtle, ch. 5. 16. Con- 
_ feſs your Faults one to another, Confitemin; 
ergo alterutrum peccata veſtra But alſo ve- 
ry clearly from St. Matth. 16. 19, and 
St. John 20. 23. The Reformers to get 
clear of ſacramental Confeflion, inſtead 
of ſaying with St. James, Confitemin ergo 
alterutrum peccata veſtra, lay, Confitemini 
peccata ve ſtra ad invicem. Confeſs the Sins 
| you have committed again#F each other. St. 
Paul L2 J declares Marriage honourable in 
all, Honorabile connubium in omnibus. The 
Reformers tranſlate it, - Marriage honour- 
able among all, Honorabile connubium inter 
omnes, to give a Sanction to thejMarriages 
of Prieſts. Jeſus Chriſt ſays [37] Come ye 


nee ————_—_ — — 
8 John 6. 51. ; [2] Heb. 13. 3 


3] Matths 25. 34+ 35+ 
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eſſed of my Father, inherit "the | Kingdom 
prepared for you from the Foundation of the 
orld. For I was Hungry, and ye gave me 
feat, I was Thirty, and ye gave me drink: 
"was 4 Stranger, and ye took me in, &c. 
Luther in his Tranſlation omits FOR ; 
decauſe he knew that Catholicks proved 
© the from hence good Works to be Meritori- 
nmon us of eternal Life. I omit a great many 
prove dther Forgeries of the like Nature; 
| vhich convinc'd me that the Heads of 


e of 
e Cal. 
neum, 
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from 
Life- 


| ll our new Sects taught not the Way of 
ein od in Truth, but that they tortured the 
o ve. Holy Scripture to make it ſpeak their 
and un private Senſe, and clip'd it, as they 

5 8 et hought convenient. How therefore 
Read (221d I think it Prudence to adhere to 
5 ergo heir Religion? A 

temini | Cop 1 2 

Smell Conſideration XXXVII. 

r. St. After this, I made a kind of Scrutiny, 


bie in Nowards a Diſcovery of the true Church 
The f Jeſus Chriſt, from thoſe that falſely _ 
onours (pretend to be ſo: And I did it in this 
: inter Foanner. There is ſomewhere in the . 
riages -riſtian World a true Church of Jeſus 
ome Ye hriſt. All Religions and Sects what- 
ver admit this Propoſition, excepting 


ER hoſe Hereticks who are called Expectants. 


bleſſed it 


{ there be a true Church of Jeſus Chriſt. 


1 38 1 
it muſt have been founded by Jeſu 
Gurt himſelf; and, by conſequence, 
according to the Princip les of Wiſtom 
ſince her Founder is the Eternal Wiſdom 
it ſelf. Now it this Church was wiſel 
founded, ſhe was founded in ſuch 
manner, as to be ſure of a conſtant and 
perpetual Being, purſuant to that Max- 
mim of our Saviour [1] Wheſoever heareth 
 #heſe ſayings of mine, and dorh them, I wil 
liken him unto 4 wiſe Man which built his 
Houſe upon a Rock : and the Rain deſcended, 
aud the Floods came, and the Winds blen, 
and beat upon that Houſe ; and it fell not, 15 
it was founded on 4 Soak. And it 1s of this 
Houſe our- Saviour ſpeaks, when he 
ſays [2] Upon this Rock I will build m 
Church, and tbe Gates of Hell ſhall not 
vail againſt it. If ſhe Fon on 10 fra 
a Foundation, it is not poſſible for her 
to fail, or fall either by the Rains of 
Afflictions, or by the Torrents of Per- 
ſecutions, or by the Winds of Hereſies 
otherwiſe we muſt ſay, it was built on 
a Sand, and not on a Rock: And if ip 
cannot fail, it muſt always have been 
viſible. Be ſides, that it would have 
been to no purpoſe for our Saviour to 
—ů Ü—älVäʃÜʃ— 
[1] Matth. 7. 24. 2. 8 Matth, 17 18 
| 10 
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[59] A 
have given this Rule to his Faithful: ( 10 
Tell it unto the Church: but if he neglect to 
hear the Church, let him be unto thee as an 
heathen Man and a Publican. For how 
can the Faithful tell or propoſe a thing 
to a Church inviſible and no where to be 
found ? If ſhe was viſible to all the Faith= 
ful, her Limits muſt have been exten- 
ded by the Apoſtles after the Aſcenſion 
of Jeſus Chriſt, purſuant to thoſe Or- 
ders he gave t. them. (2) Go ye into all | 
the World, and preach the G 4 to eve 
Creature. Which they faithfully compli- | 
ed withal, as we. learn from the ſame 
Evangeliſt. (3) And they went forth, and 
reached, , every where, the Lord.” working.” | 
with them, and confirming the word with. 
ions following. Now ſince the Apoſtles. 
carried the Faith on all fides, and that 
the. Truth was preach'd through all the 
World, the Church was certainly Di- 
| wrſal, al, "that is to ſay, Catholic 10 if | 
reſies; Univerſal, ſhe was likewiſe 53 For 5 
ilt on hich. Reaſon we are told (4) There 1 
if ie be one fold (5 one body ; 3 (6 one ho- 


been. 

E ihe Church, 
Sages de one Body ANC One irit, f ie ought 
* (1) Matth. 18.17. (2) Vark 16: . 2 
—— (3) Ibid. 20. (4) Joha 0. 16. 


16. 15 (5) Rom. 12. 4. rere 
hae, e to 


. 


= [ 60 ] 
to have one Head, and therefore it was 
fit, that Jeſus Chriſt, when he aſcended 
to Heaven, ſhould leave fome one of his 
Apoſtles, to be the viſible Head of this 
Church. And who was this, but St. Pe- 
ter, to whom our Saviour faid (1) Thou 
art Simon the Son of Jona: Thou ſhalt be 
Called Cephas, which is by interpretation, 4 
Rock And afterwards (2). Feed my Lambs. 
— Feed my ſheep : And in another place 
(3) And T ſay alſo unto thee, that thou art 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
Church—= And I will give unto. thee the 
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it was 
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true Church of Jeſus Chriſt, But 
ue 0 | * But | 
* 4 9 4 4 


ended becauſe Perer and his Succeſſors could * 
5 his not Preach in Perſon to all the World, 
f this MW they were to have Fellow Labourers in 


t. Pe-. this ſacred Miniſtry ; for which Reaſon 
) Thou Ml Chrift (1) gave to his Church, ſome, 
1alt be ¶ ApoFtes : and ſome, Prophets: and ſome, E- 
ion, a vangelifts : and ſome, Paſtors and Teachers ; 
Lambs. for the perfecting of the Saints, for the work 
place ef the Miniſtry, for the ediſying of the body 
0u art N of Chriſt : till we come in the unity of the 
id my Faith. — anto 4 perfect Man, unto the mea- 
ee the 

Peter 
ead oft 

Jeſus wind of Doctrine, by the ſlight of Men, and 
not to cunning craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait 


That we henceforth be no more Children toſſed 


ſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt: 


to and fro, and carried about with ever,; 


h was to decerve. 'Infine, fince -Jeſus Chriſt has 


calhd us to his Church for that ſame End, 
which St. Paul recommends to us in the 


accor- 
ar, ( 4) 
ito tht 


zaccel-Wl which after God is created in righteouſneſs 


e and and true holineſs, the Church of Jeſus 


ſame Chapter (2) Pat on the new Man, 


> Were Chriſt muſt be Holy, that is to ſay, the ; 7 : 
hence muſt, by her Doctrine, encburage Holi- 


ceffion] neſs, and among her Children have ſome 


ed to 
"a D 


hide 
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where ſhall we find this Church foun- 


— oor gl 4 4 ere uw oo was WOW oops 1,9 4s + ny . 


the 


wa 


at leaſt remarkable for Holineſs. But 


28. 20% (i) Epheſ. 4 112, 13, 146: + 42) Ibid. 24, 
: . $e 13, . D2 died 


Sainte of both; Sexes, of Martyrs, of 


[ 62] iT 
ded by our Saviour, and by his Apoſtles i 
ſpread over all the World, if it be not 
the Roman Catholick ? For this it was, 
that the Holy Apoſtles Peter and Paul 
founded and enlarged at Reme. The 
Faith of Rome was the ſame with that of 
the Apoſtles, and of St. Paul in particu- i 
lar, who writing to the Romans (1) 
ſays that their Faith was his: Therefore 
ſhe was ApoFtolical. This ſame Faith, 
as he teſtifies in the ſame Chapter ( 2) 
was preach'd throughout the World: 
therefore ſhe was Catholict or Univerſal. 
She was built upon a Rock, therefore 
| the cannot fail: She has always. been, 
and is to this day viſible. All Nations 
upon leaving Paganiſm came into her 
Pale. Tis ſhe, that has had a continu- 
al Succeſſion of chief Paſtors from St. Pe- 
ter to Clement XI. the preſent Pope. In 
all Parts of the Earth ſhe holds exactly 
the ſame Rule of Faith, therefore ſhe is 
one. She has had an infinite Number of 


Confeſſors, and of Virgins. She ceaches 
| her Children the way of Holineſs, to fly 
from Evil, and to do Good, ſhe is there- 
fore Holy; * conſequence ſhe inherits 


—ů— 


—— I” 


8 Rom. 1. 1. © (2) wid.3. 
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the 


5 n 
the true Faith, and Religion, and is the 
true Church of Jeſus Chriſt; it ſhe is the 
true; I infer the is the only Church, 
and that no other has a title to- our Obe-- 
dience. 1758 


Conſideration XXXVII. 


Let it farther be confider'd that all the 
Religions which are at Variance with the 
Roman Catholick, in general and in 
particular, are likewiſe, as to Doctrine 
and Points of Faith, at Variance among 
themſelves. They cannot then be ene 
Church. They were not preach'd by: 
the Apoſtles, but were trump'd up a 
great many Ages after them; therefore 
they are · not Apoſtolical- They have not 
obtain'd over all the World, but only in 
a fe Provinces, and thoſe. in Europe on- 
ly; they cannot therefore pats for the. 
Catholick or Univerſal Church: They: 
cannot trace the Succeſſion of their Pa-- _ 
ſtors and their Dottrine any higher, than 
to Luther and Calvin; by conſequence. 


they have not from the Apoſtlesa conti-- ; | 


nual Succeſſion of their Miniſtry-or their 
Doctrine. They cannot name one Saint, 
who has been their Follower : They do 
not teach us to fly from Evil, and to do- 
Good; but, on the contrary, they mair - 
065 D 3 in, 


e. 


the Text of Scripture; that is to ſay, 


= mm 
fain, that this is impoſſible and nothing il © 
to the purpoſe. How then can they be 2 
reputed a Holy Church? And ſince they e 
Have none of the Marks of the true * 
Church of Chrift, it follows, that all of MW © 
them in general and in particular are to 
be rejected. 55 e 
Conſideration XXXIX. 
It often happens, that in Diſputes be- 


tween Roman Catholicks and their Ad- 
verſaries, the Queſtion is not concerning 


whether the Book, out of which the 
Text is taken, be Canonical; or whe- 
ther the Tranſlation be good and faith- 
ful; but only concerning the true Senſe 
and Meaning of the Text. The Roman 
Catholicks own it their Obligation to 
expound the Scripture according to the 
Senſe of the Primitive Church, and of 
the ancient Fathers. The Proteſtants ne 
forge new Interpretations , not only ot 
contrary to that of the Primitive Church ©! 
and of the ancient Holy Fathers, but al- 10 
| fo contrary to each other, according as I. 

their private Spirit dire&s them. And tb 
in Caſes of this Nature I have often been R 
at a ſtand, and doubted for ſome time ih © 
which of theſe Expoſition and Interpre- be 
me 1 tation 55 


4 
, A. 
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tation it were beſt to follow. But, ups” 
on mature Deliberation, my Reaſon di- 
ated, that the Expoſition of the Ro- 
man Catholicks deſerv'd the Preference, 
as being more agreeable to that of the - 8 
whole Primitive Church and of the an- 
cient Holy Fathers; firſt, becauſe no 


Man can doubt, has the ae re — 


thority of the whole Primitive Church 


carries greater Weight than the Authori- 


ty of a few particulars, and of a later 
date; ſecondly, becauſe the Holy Fa- 
thers, for Sanckity, for Solidity of Do- 
&rine, and for Diligence in ſeeking after 
Truth, were beyond Compariſon, more 
to be admired chan the volatil Wits of 
our Innovators, who through Want R 
an extenſive Knowledge, and purely to 
indulge theit Paſſions, have ſtrangely 


disfigured the Church of God. Over © 


and above that theſe Holy Fathers: lived 
nearer to the Days of the Apoſtles, ſome - 
of them having been their Contempora- 


ries, or at leaſt their immediate Succeſ- 


ſors : ; ſo that they had certainly greater 
Lights toward a right Underſtanding of 
the Holy Scriptures. than the pretended * 


Reformers of our Days can boaſt of, who 


come ſo many Ages after them. Laſtly, : 
becauſe b ee don of the Holy 
D.4 . Fathers 


f 


(6) 
Fathers was antecedent to the Diſputes, 
which have of late been ſet on foot be. 
tween Catholicks and Proteſtants ; ſo 
that their Judgments were no ways bi- 
aſs'd by Intereſt or by Paſſion. Where. 
as the Sectaries of our Days being pre- 
poſſeſs d in Favour of one Side of the 
Controverſy, endeavour to turn, or to 
ſpeak more properly, to torture the 
Scriptures to their private Sentiments, 
Inſtead of ſquaring their Sentiments. to 
the Scriptures. Wim 
Cor fideration XL. 


But to ſet the Matter in its cleareſt 
Lieht, let us come to an Example, 
Theſe Words of our bleſſed Saviour, 
Hoc eſt Corpus meum, This is my Body, the 
Roman Catholicks underſtand in their 
proper and literal Senſe, becauſe they 
were never otherwiſe underſtood by the 
ancient Fathers or the Catholick Church. 
The Proteſtants will not allow of this 
Senſe. But then the Latherans under- 
ſtand them one Way, and the Calviniſts 
another; and again the Zuinglians one 
Way, and the Arians another. And 
each of theſe hath no other Rule for 
his Interpretation than the Dictate of his 
Private Spirit. To which therefore of 
N | 25 theſe 
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CT. 
theſe private Spirits could I moſt ſecure- 
>. ly adhere? Or which of their Interpre- 
o IM tations was I bound to receive? As I 
j. could not find that any of them had a 
better Reaſon than the reſt, to ſupport 
his Senſe, I judged it impoſſible to make- 
le Da Choice. For Truth, whatſoever its 
Object be, is one, whereas Fal ſhood- 

e MM vears ſeveral Masks, and holds no 
„ Intelligence with Sincerity. Io my 
thinking therefore it was much the beſt 
to follow in this Point the Doctrine of -: 
the Catholick Church, becauſe it offer d 
me the beſt. Security. 
f Conſideration XL]. , 
„ For the more perfect Diſcovery of 
> the Truth I ſought after, I reſolv'd to 
r read the moſt celebrated Authors of both 
„Parties, that I might be able to judge 
> how far their Doctrine agreed with that 

of the Holy Fathers of the Primitive 
Church, and whether in all Points they 
agreed among themſelves. And theres 
fore it was, that T peruſed a great mas 


ny Books written by Roman Catholicks 
of divers Nations, as well Spamards, 
- WW fftalians, Flandrians, and Engliſh; as 
Germans, Polanders, and Hungarians; 
and the Iſſue of this Enquiry was, thar 


OT 
Tfonnd a perfect Harmony among them 


as to Points of Faith; and their Defe- Nie 
rence to the ancient Fathers. It was ne 
Matter of Admiration to me, that their WW. 
Schoolmen, who widely differ'd in Opini- 
nion as to other Subjects, ſhould all as an 
with one Voice profeſs, maintain and 104 
teach the very ſame as to what concerns hi 
the Articles of Faith. I obſery'd the Nhe 
like in the Writings of the ancient Holy WW. 
Fathers, tho* they liv'd and writ in WT 
Times and Places very diftant from one I An 
another, as Ignatius and Chryſoſtome at Hare 
Antiech, Athanaſius and Teleſphorus at I chie 
Alexandria, Macarius and Cyril at Jeru- otl 
ſalem, Proclus at Conſtantinople, Gregory ane 
and Baſil in Cappadocia, Juſtin at Athen n L. 
Dennis at Corinth, Ephrom in Syria, y- liv 
prian, Optatus and Auguſtin in Africi, Wl to 
Epiphanius in Cyprus, Ambroſe in Italy, an 
Jreneus in France, Oroſius and Iſidore in I of 
Spain, Bede in England, &c. But when pr 
came to confront the Writings of our ¶ be 
new Refor mers with the Doctrine of the ¶ ,, 
ancient Fathers, I found them as oppo- fe 
ſite as Eaſt and Weſt. In the next place i v 
I] examin'd what Harmony theſe Prote-ﬀſ +; 
ſtant- writers kept among themſelves, d 
but I clearly diſcover'd they were migh- jv 
tily at Jars, about Points of Faith. *Tisl t. 


not 


n 

ot only the Lutherans that quarrel with 
e Caluiniſts; and the Calviniſts with 
he Lutherans ; and both of them with *: 
he Puritans, Arians and Anabaptiſts; but 
ven thoſe of the ſame Cloth, are ſtrange - 

y at Variance about their Faith. Ihe 
igid Calviniſts are of one Perſwaſion, 
and the more moderate of another. - 
he Remonſtrants teach one thing, and 
he Anti- remonſtrants teach the contra- 
y. The Puritaus maintain and teach, 
what the Presbyterians will not allow. 
And as for the Lutherans, ſome things + 
are held to be of Faith at Wittemberg, o- 
thers at Lantsberg, others in Sweden. 
others in Hungary, others in Brandenburg;, 
and others in England. Beſides, that the = | 
Lntherans' follow, in the Age we nom 
live in, a Doctrine, they were ſtrangers += - 
to in the foregoing Age. They taught  - 
and believ'd one thing at the beginning 
of Lutheraniſin, and another thing in its 
Progreſs. What Account then ſhould} . 
be able to give at the laſt Pay; if to ſo 
many great Lights of the Church, I pre- 
ferr'd a Handful of inconſiderable Men, 
who have neither their Learning nor 
their Virtue, and are over and above ſo 
divided among themſelves? I therefore 
judged it beſt, to ſet theſe all aſide, and 
to keep to the Fathers. cn. 
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the Inſcriptions cut in Marble, the Hi- 


ES: _ 
Confider ation XLII. 
But, tho? the Holy Fathers had been 

all ſilent, the very Stones and Remnants 
of Antiquity ſpoke to me, atteſted and 
recommended the Truth of the Roman 
Catholick Faith. For upon taking into 
Conſideration the old Churches, the 
Elections of Kings and Emperors and 
the Ceremonies uſed ar their Corona- 
tion, the ancient Statutes of Cæſars, and 
of Monarchs, the Laws and Cuſtoms of 
the moſt ancient Univerſities, the Con- 
ver ſion of Nations to the Faith of Chrift, 


ſtor ies and Annals of all Ages ſince the 
Birth of our Redeemer; all the memo- 
rable Facts that have happen d fince the 
firſt Promulgation of the Chriſtian Faith, 
the 3 and Calendars wherein are 
mark'd the illuſtrious Actions of the 
Saints, and the moſt ſolemn Days of the 
Year, which are ſtill in uſe among the 
Proteſtants them ſelves, as the Sundays 
calPd, Quadrageſi ma, Quinquageſina Sex- wh 
ageſima, Septuageſima, Eaſter, Quaſimodo, 


Jubilate, Cantate, Rogate, e. All theſe by 
things gave me clearly to underſtand, “ 
that no other Religion beſide the Ro- he 
man Catholick was ever firmly planted WM 


in 


. 
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in the Chriſtian World, So that I had, 
convincing Reaſons, not to ſeparate from 


— 


1 Antiquity, Nor to adhere to any of theſe. 4 g 
Novelties, that bear ſo freſh Date. » Þ 
i | | Conſider ation XLIII. Ie 3 
Fot near the ſpace of ſeventeen hun- 
by cruel ,Tyrants, by Mahomet ams, by 
d Schiſ1 maticks. and innumerable Hereſies, 


without being worſted; and to this Days © 
the defends herſelf couragiouſly and in- 
vincibly, in a viſible and flouriſhing Con- 
dition. Nay ſhe is. daily on the Increaſe, 
je and extends her Limits wider and wider. 
dn the contrary, ſo many Hereſies, and 
de Jof ſo many different ſorts, which appear d. 
h. formidable for Strength and Power, and. 
re ſpread like ſo many rapid Torrents, harre 
per iſh'd, difappear'd ànd quite vaniſn'd 


Fn away. As for Inſtance, the Hereſies of the 
he ¶ Aanichees, the Donatiſts, the Pelagians,the. 


Iconoclaſts and a great many more. Now. ‚s 
what can I infer from hence, but that 
the Roman Catholick Church was built 


2 Aby Jeſus Chriſt upon a Rock, and that it 
d. Nwas of her our Saviour propheſied, when 
o. Ihe faid, (1) The Gares of Hell ſhall not pre- 


(1)- Si. Matth. 16. 19. . 
98 wi 


1 


wail again; 


Kain has falln, the Rivers have over- 
 flow'd, and the Winds have riſen, that 
| ar came uponthoſe Sets andoverturn'd 

| and made ſtrange Hava? And! 
madd, that they deſtroꝝ d themſelves, 

— thoſe of later Growth will in 
Time meet with the ſame Fate, accord- 


ing to that Principle of our Bleſſed Sa- 


viour, C1.) Every Plant, which my heavenly 
Father bath not planted, "ſhall be rooted up. 


Hor Tief Reals iche rather tocitals 


ſhelter in the Houſe which was built up- 
on a Rock, than in that which was built 
on the Sand, and chreatned me with its 


| approaching Ruin. Sa 
Con hderation XLIV. 


I have fi equently with great Attention 
view'd the Libraries both of Catholicks 
and Proteſtants; and in thoſe of the Catho- 
licks remark d three ſorts of Books plac'd 
into many Cells or Claſſes of a confidera- 
ble Length, of which Books I could not 

find the leaft Appearance in the Libraries 
of the Proteſtants. The firſt Claſs of 
theſe Catholicks Books had for its Title, 


— 


(1) St. Matth. 15. 112. 


———— 


Thi 


It : But that all the Sects have 
by Men been built i upon a Sand, that the 
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e Lives of Saints. Great Numbers thers | 
were of them, of every state; am ong 
che reſt an Infinity of Holy Virgins 3 
chere were 4 the Hiſtories of holy 
1 


Widows, Biſhops, Hermits, Religiou 
ot both Sexes,Martyrs, Apoſtolical Men, 
faintly Kings and other holy Confel- 
ſors ; whoſe Lives contain'd their ad- 
mirable and heroick Virtues, their Inno- 
„eence and godly Converfation , their 
J piety towards God, and Charity towards 
their Neighbours, and all the Perfections 
© Wot a Chriſtian Life 1 thought, and thought 
again of what I faw,- and my Reafon 
told me, that that muſt certainly be the 
true Religion, which abounded with ſo 
many virtuous Perfons: For we are told 
(1) That a corrupt Tree cannot bring forth 
good Fruit — erefore by their Fruits ye 
hall know them, Now all theſe virtuous 
Perſons, ſaid I to my ſelf, lived and di- 
ed in the Roman Catholick Faith; what 
ra- then can 1 infer, but that this is the true 5 
not Faith? I 
ies The ſecond Class of theſe Books were, 
oll what the Roman Catholicks call Spiritual | 
le Books, which abounded with ſolid Do- 
—Krine SORRY the Exerciſe of Virtue 
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8 St. Match. 7. 18. 20. | 
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and of Chriſtian Perfection. They tr 152 
ed of the Imitation of Jeſus Chriſt, of 
the Contempt and Vanity of the World, 
of the Love of God and our Neighbour, 
of loving our Enemies and pardoning 
Injuries, of humility of Heart, of per- 
fe& Chaſtity OA ch angelical Purity both 
of Body an of Conformity to the 
Will of God 3 He” Meditation on the four 
laft Things; 'of the Enormity of Sin; 
and of the practice of Devotion, and of 
all other Virtues. 

The third Claſs had for its Title Mora 
Divines, who treated at large of the Deca- 
logue and Divine Laws of the Reſtitution 
of ill-gotten Goods, of the Reparation of 
Damages done to a, Neighbour, of the 
Uſe of the Sacraments,and the Requiſites 
to a due Adminiſtration of them; infine, 
of all Things belonging to the Direction 
of Conſciences. 

As to the Libraries. of Proteſtants, [ 
met with nothing of this Nature in their 
Books. * No Lives of their Saints, becauſe 
no Saints in their Communion : No Spi- 
ritual Books, becauſe their Books have 
nothing conducive to Chriſtian Perfe- 
Ction ; nay, they are Strangers to the 


(ß A 


ww He e ſpeats of 814 
very 


t 
ery Name. No Imitation of Jefus Chriſt, 
or they judge it a Thing impoſſible. 


Id, Wo Exerciſe of Virtues nor of good Works, 
ur, Which they think unneceſſary for the 
ng Wining of Salvation. Nothing of Cha- 
er. Wity, nor of Conſcience; the very Name 


; hatefut to them: Nothing of doing 


he Nen ance, for, according to them, there 
ur Wes no more to the gaining of Heaven, 
1an the believing that our Saviour has 


atisfied his 8 Father for our Sins. : 
lothing, infine, of Moral Divinity, for 
ey hold that it 1s not poſſible to keep 


4- he Commandments, that all Sins are e- 
on Wually enormous, that the Sins of the 
of Nredeſtinate are not reputed Sins in the 
he cht of God, and that no Man ſhall be 


mn d, fave only for the Sin of Infideli- 
, I might add many more Particulars, 
hich Fleſh and Blood have ſuggeſted 
them, and which never deſcended 
om the Father of Lights; ſo that they 
mot be improved into Principles of a 
diritual Life, but, on the contrary, are- 
pi- We Sources of an animal and brutal Life, 
a general Depravation of * Manners, 
d ſo many Inlets to the very worſt: 
ffects of. Libertiniſm and Concupi- 
ence. i 


Cone 


- 
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7 Conſideration XLV. | 


Ill likewiſe ſet their Conventicles (thoſ 

_ _ eſpecially, in which the Confeſſions o 
Augsburg, Smizzerland, Geneva and En 
land were firſt minted) againſt the an 
cient general Councils of the Roma 
Catholick Church. But what compari 
ſon could there be between Light an 
Darkneſs? The Cuſtom of the Roma 
' Catholick Church, is, to invite to a gen 
ral Council the Biſhops from all Parts 0 
the World, the moſt learned Divines d 
every Nation, the Embaſſadors of En 
perors and Kings; where Matters ar 
diſcuſſed with the greateſt Exactneſs and 
Deliberation, Decrees drawn up by um 
nimous -Conſent upon the Points ii 
Queſtion, and theſe univerſally Accep 
ed by the Faithful. The Councils ta 
are held for a conſiderable Time, now 
and then for ſeveral Years, to the en 
that Matters may be more thorough) 
examin'd and ſet in their cleareſt Ligh 
and by this Means be ſo well fix'd, 1 
never after to be calPd in Queſtion. Bu 
what can be ſaid. for thoſe Aſſemblit 
of the adverſe Party, for inſtance, fc 
oe 18 95 25 


* IF 


"Em "i 

it of Augsburg (1) which gave Birth ; 

) the Conteſſien of that Name? The 

ompilers of it were a ſmall Parcel of 

en, that had ſcarcely a Tincture of 

3s pivinity; they ſet about it with Precipi- 

tion; and finiſhed it in haſte, and in 

An publick Ale-houſe too. A few Ger- 
a, were all that aſſiſted at it, without 

pare Concurrence of any ſingle Man from 

anther Nations, Perſons already ſower d 

maſWith Prejudices, ſwelbd with Pride, and 

bandon'd to a ſenſual and voluptuous 

ts M ife. Few Towns and Princes receiv'd 
W, the greateſt Part rejected it; and it 

2 2 ſeveral Times been alter d and re- 

aufprm'd. When I had well conſider'd how 

ani hings went on both Sides, I thought it 

neceſſary Piece of Prudence, as to the 

Megulating of my Faith, rather to follow 

cepthe —.— of Catholick Councils,than 


s tolffhe Reſolutions of ua tumultuous 
noi . | 
ell 

gh) Conſi e XLVI. 

ig The Conſcience of Catholicks and 


hat of Proteſtants were = _ ject of 
his Conſideration, 


— — —— ꝓä— — — 


x 1) See Monſe. Meaux's Hiſtory of ariations. 
id, 3. 


Con- 


Cc = + -. 

: Conſcience is an Act of the Under 
anding or Reaſon, which diftates to 
us that a Thing is lawful or unlawful 
and, by conſequence, that it is to be 
done, or left undone. So that Conſcience 
1s the immediate and neareſt Rule of our 
Will Let us then conſider thoſe Rules, 
which are recommended by Catholick 


on the one Hand, and by Proteſtants on 
the other. 


The Catholicks OR theſe, 


r. *Tis our Obligation to avoid Sin o 
what kind ſoever it be; and God has lef 
1t in the Power of Man s Free-Will, te 
= or not to ſin. 

2. Every mortal Sin deſerves everlaſt- 
ing Torment; and any one fin of thi 
kind is enough to damn us. 

3. A ſin ought not to be committed 
upon any Account: In ſo muen that it 
were better a thouſand Times to die, 
than to fall into * were it never ſo 
W 8 

4. We N give an Account to Godau 
of he leaſt ſin, Roh it be but an idle ire 
Word. hi 
J. A fin of Injuſtice is incapable offi 7 
Pardon, unleſs Reſtitution be made, or" 
2 | | 11 


ers 

tq 
ful 
be 
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t leaſt intended, according, . to our 
O Wer. 

6. After che 8 o a 3 
in, nothing remains but eicher Hell or 
enance. 

7. Every good Action of W 
order merits Glory, and ſuper · natural 
race with its Increaſ. 

8. All our mortal ſins muſt be confessd 
) a Prieſt, who has Power to hear and 
0 abſolve US, 
There are many other Rules of the 
ke Nature. Let us now conſider. thoſe 5 

at ariſe from Proteſtant Doctrine. 

1. The Commandments of God are 

poſſible. No Man can keep them. 

2. Every one muſt firmly believe that 
e is predeſtinꝰd to be fay'd. 

3. God imputes no in to ſack a8 have 
his * e Faith. ; 

hoy fin, but that of Inkdelity, dams 


* Works are not meritsrious 
1 the Light of. God, of lr 18 Lite... 55 
0 


65 There's nc nee our doing | 
ance for our ſins, becauſe Jeſus Chriſt 
d,. by ji Blood and Dat. has la- 


lied for us. 10 itt 
15 * M not SP T ower to, aid 


5 4 „ie, 


run 3 + 


8. None 


— 


+ - XJ | 
ZB. None is obliged to confeſs his ſin 
Faith alone is ſufficient to ſave us, & 
Let any Man now judge what Co 
ſcience he is likely to frame out of the 
Principles, toward ſhunning of Evil, an 
doing good. Whereas the Rules dran 
from the Catholick Doctrine have no 
ther Aim, and are evidently deſigr'd fi 
Practice. Upon the Compariſon I . 
fully convinced, that for the Safety « 
my Conſcience, it would be beſt to fi 
low the Rules of Catholicks, and to h 
ware of thoſe of Proteſtants. = 
Conſideration XLVII. 
Nothing ſo mueh diſpleaſed me in ti 
Minifters, as their continual declaiming 
in all their Sermons againſt the Cathy - 


1 


licks, and eſpecially their ſcoffing lll | 
Rites and Ceremonies, while they wil In 
fully difſemble thoſe Points which af} h. 


of the greateſt Importance in their on 


Religion, and wherein the People's Sal - $ 
vation is deeply concern'd. As, the. 
they are not really Prieſts, ſince then! 
have not the Power to conſecrate tie, 
Euchariſt, nor to forgive Sins, whidf x 
is yet the main Office of Prieftly Diga 


ty. 80 that the People are thamefullſite 
geceir'd by theſe Miniſters, who 85 | 


4 


E 


ſine believe they receive under 4 
ro Species the Body and Blood of 
0 s iſt, when, for Want of Prieſtly 
he er in their Preachers, they receive 


anMim not under either, but barely Bread 
d Wine, without any Addition whats 

o ever. They likewiſe- 
ollowers, that they Teach h dut 
hat the Primitive Church and the Holy | 
athers held and taught; which is abſo- 
tely Falſe, as they (r) know. in their 
vn Conſciences. (2) They don't Teach 
em to fly Sin, nor to do Penanee'for 
e Sins have committed; neither 
0 they exhort them to well-doing or to 
vein a Chriſtian Conformity to ths Do- 


mi ere a artery ny 
Ti [415% 8 8 FISTAHNM SL Kit 29 
"*.  Confoderition XLVII. 

* In my Converſation with Catholicks 


obſery'd their Judgment as to bad and 


nn — — 


(1) Luther de 90 Gerd Abit row. 2, fol 438, 
$0. In cap. 21. Genel: tom. 6. fol. 254. Cont. Reg. 


ing] tom. 2. fol. 344, 347+ Tuinglius Declar. de 
> "e | l If 8 FA n Reform. Be. 
1 507, die DOE: 
ig A Pere aur Author's Je be, Senſe 
1g oh never 2 charged 23 D 22670 jr the Mi- 
ful er! 2 W LOINEY long 
ma ö perienso. 


the! © os looſe 


per ſwade their ' 


; [ 82 ] 
- looſe Catholicks; that they look d up 
l thoſe as ſuch, that negletted. God 


Commandments, that took no Care t 
do good Works, that-declined Confe( 
ion, that ſeldom aſſiſted at the Hoh 
Maſs, | or approached. to the Sacrament 
_ of Nenance, that ran in purſuit of ſenſul 
Pleaſures, that obſerv d not the Days ſq 
apart for Faſting, & c. Then I caſt m 
Eyes on the Proteſtants, and found, tha 
all theſe Things a part, Perſons mig 
have the Reputation. of Pious and feryen 
Proteſtants:: I inferr' d, that had, Cath 
licks therefore were at leaſt as as the 
beſt Proteſtants: „and I was confirm'd 
my Opinion; of hat I had Formerh 
learn d, uizicthatg had e make 


an excellent Lutheran ;'a bad Luthera 
makes an excellent Calviniſt ; a bad Cal 
viniſt makes an excellent Arian; and 


e 


hay Arian; makes an | excellent 1 Mahome 


en COCA rr = 


6 ” What y yet Torwarded 3 my Cony Fri 
was":the/Remark I had made, f 

Satholick ever turn d Proteſtant i in ord 
fo lr ie Maiiners and rg live 

ter Life, bu HP out. ofa Love y Ne 


worldly * and that he * 0 1 . 
ug 


4 


0851 
ol dulge his Paſſions: withoud confine; 


PriefÞ Apoſtntize,: x” Ae * not make _ 
his firſt Cate to ' procure a Wife! 

aner ſide 1 obſerwd, that oi 
ene ho from Proceſtanty returmd to the Ro- 


anc Fervent, Wabbus and Exemplary, 
gend that very many of them renoun- 
haced the World, on purpoſe to. dedi- 
1810 te chemſelves entirely to God i me 


eligious State. Even EI] ſe cuνν good 
Tree bringeth forth good Fruit: N a 
Tree brdsgöth forth evil Fruit. | 
It likewiſe ſeem'd very ſtrange, chat 
otwithſtanding ſo many Texts of Scrip- 
ure concerning the Neceffity and Ad- 
era N Charity, Hope, Fear of God, 
and of other good Works;the Pre- 
eftorteyor ſhould teach that Faith a lone 
WS: fufficienti to fave us, thoꝰ they meet 
ich na ſuch Thing in the Holy Serip» 
res. For as we find this Encomium 
f Faith » (2) that Abraham believed in 
od, 2 was counted uuto him for Righ-" 
” 227 ; ſo we read in commendation 


* pf K 2 0 7 "_ TO” remain fer. the 
fa — — 
2 i 5 St. n 7» 17» | [2] Rom. 4. Jo 

3 Plal, 32, Ile ' 


E ; 4 


Fot- Naber ' Retigrous!Man vi 3 


nan Catholick Faith, became Devou6 


CR - 
guy: But whb ſo putteth bis Truſt in the 
Lord, mercy embraceth Dr #4) 
Thou that = the Saviour of: tbem which put 
their Truſt in thee. (2) Hape maketh not 
. #ſhamed. (3) And every Man that bath 
this Hope on him, Purifiers himſelfy ves ail / 
het 14 ure. E207 is 45:7 11180 amn : 
"Ot > tire (4) Her Sits which are thas 
ny, are forgiven, for ſhe loved muoh- (5) Hr 
Charity, ſhall. cover the multitude f Sint. 
. Obſervance of God's Com. 
mandments (6) thou wilt mins Life 
keep the Commandments... ny ny ner as 
Ot other good Works, ( 7) thou 40 
well, ſhall thon not he rewarded ?- (8) Al 
that are in the Graves — ſhall come forth, h 
they that have. done good, unto the, Reſur- a: 
rectian of Life. (9) Come ye bleſſed of my ka _ 
ther, inherit the Kingdom prepared far u 
from the Foundation of the World. For 1-w« 
an Hungry and ye gave Meat: I was Thisſy 
and ye. gave me Drink: I mas 4 . 


of 
e . rh Ce... 1 1 4 —9 12 
8 — — — bet ds — 
F EOF thi 
(t) Pſal. 17. 7. . (a) Rom. 3. — 
43) r John 3. 3. (4) St. Luke 7. 4 
(50 1 Pet. 4. 8. (6) St. Matth. 19 17 


7. 
"| 
(7) Gen. 3. 7. (8) 5t- John 5. 29 ( 
8 25. 345 $5, 36. c ; 


1 U 36 ] | 3 
Of Penance, 1) Exce) e do Pen 
ye ſhall all-likewiſb Peri Kren wa 
"Of Mercy, (2) By n oat 1 
quity ts purged.” (3 ) 1 N are he nierci- 
ful: Fit they ſhall vbtgin mercy. . 
0 Alt, {4) they dell ver frops all Sin 
and Pele, 50 Give Ante, ſuen This 
ge Haves 2 And behold,” 2 Things 4% Gl 
nl Of pardoning juries; 2 ux * 
fe ye ſball be for, 7 wen. (7) For. if ye forgive 
fs Men their Theſpdſſe*, your heuvenl 9 Father 
pf will alſo for ve Jon. 
Fil þ 19610 efore concluded, my. if Way 
" was to'embrace the Doctrine of 5 5 
% tholick Church, 'which' teaches indeed 
z chat Faith is dee or but 


yet excludes not H 72 8 
nor other godd W Works. © 15 857 
teaches, (8) Now. abideth- 12 th, Hope 
Charity, theſe three [Virtues] bat the 77 | 
„f theſe 15 Charity. (9) And though I have 
i af Faith Lpoſſible] fo that I could remove |} 
Mountains, and have no Charity ty, Fam No- 0 
things F Now if all theſe Truths be unque- 


. | py cog — — — 
Ty 8 (4) ) St. Luke 13. 5 (2) prov. 10. 6. : 

17 (3) St. Matth. 5. 7. (4) T b. 4. 11. 
2 (5) St. Luke 11. 41. (6) St. Luke 6. 37. N 
(7) St. Matth. 6. 14. (8) 1 Cor. 13. 1 Þþ 


(9) Ibid, 2 


,-- ; 
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„ fi en as all muſt own they are, it 
1 ows that 


Faith Alone will never at. 

tq, Salvation. By Con N 
als 25 Gy, that all other good 

are of no Ad e towar Is bbs great 
End.; and 1 horgible "Miſha yet 
to G1 are all Sins, 8nd therefore not 
55 ly uſeleſs to by the Buſineſs of 2 

but ſo many ſteps towards ew 


Mey gn b por 3d 


WG 05 


grun 


Ind 
oteftants, 
105 ther end Tp Lane cal Fro to be 
fa. in their 54 0 el were converted 
Far he Ed of their Days, and deſi- 
- red 2 the Roman 2 — ick po 
u er ' meek yy an 0 
IQ with'd to die in any pee Re- 
tis, chiefly at the Hour of 
Soul opens its. Eyes into 
of things Eternal. For 


: ra . 


| ooo Te 
mp 2 en 25 1 intended to live, as J 


— 2 


E et. ot... 


"aq Luther te Serv. Arbitr. tom. 2. fol. 453. ft 
piii bonum operarentur propter regnum obtinen- 
dum nunquam obtinerent. In cap. 2. 4d Gal. tom. 5 
fol. 232. Omnia opera, etiam ſacratiſſimæ Le- 
gis Dei adeo nen præſtant Juſtitiam, ut etiam 
peccata ſiut, & hominem 3 faciant coram 


* 
mould 


2 
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ſhould wiſh to die. And for that Reaſon 
came ta a Reſolutiom to im 
diately.athe Catholick .Faith-z betaufe 
Death i iS as 3 as its 11 is uncer- 
tain, Beſides, that the Catholicks, to 


who m I fp cernin my Conxer- 
ſion, dure th e That IF Wert 88 be dam—- 


ned for embracing the Catholick Faith, 
they were ready to Anſwer for me at the 
Day of Judgment, and to take my Dams 
natipri1 themſglyes”: An he 
J*coulc ene tert; frot I ho ihiſterg 


of any Sekt, in Caſe 1 ſhould 12 and 


die in their Religion. Wbenee l infe — 
that the — Catholick Faith 
built upon a better Foundation, + oh 
any of thoſe, __ _ haye divided 


a it. ak +4 045 It 76. 0 * 
| ng oleic ue tt AE SHES 

++ if]: grate 937% 340% MOYERS Ie un 

2 LIAM: een 413 {1 11 812%. 
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Pra el not bighy ht * hag 
The Conrluſan e 2 Or 4 1 of abs 
Moti ves, and Reaſons, why the 


Roman Catholic Faith ought to be 
vali und embracd preferably 


-1; "al other Pelze 2 Jay in . 
e Wm... 128 6 6 aut 10 191 


10 THE, 


"RIES. 


N Fi} nt 1 . 
a Hink not, my dear Friends, chat l 
1 -raſhly and inconſiderately Wire 
dowd the Errors of your Party, 
embrace the Roman Catholick Faith 
out of any Proſpect of worldly Advan- 
tage. No, it was purely out of a concern 
for my Salvation, and after mature Deli- 
beration that 1 did i it, as you may judge 
from theſe Motives, which 1 ſhall ſum 
up in ae Words aa 
1. You Lutherans and Calviniſts pre- 
tend to eſtabliſh an evangelical State. 
This ſeems to me as impoſſible, as for the 
Eaſt and Weſt Winds to Blow from the 
Ame Quarter. For, ſo long as you hold 
Feyeral Articles of Faith by direct op- 
Þbfite to one another, 1 thall ney py 
b able 


dhe to comprehend; how the jarring Do- 
be I rite of your two Religions can hold In- 
he telligence with the Goſpel. © Things dif- 
be ferent from each other, can never ſquare. 
te vith any Third; as we learn from the 
Diftates of common Senſe. © — 
2. If one of theſe two Religions be- 
conformable to the Goſpel, and by con- 
ſequence Evangelical; for Example the 
Lurheran; it muſt have Arguments on- 
its side, which the Calviniſt Religion- 
cannot equally make uſe ot to prove it 
ſelt Evangelical: Ane ſo on the other” 

1 Side. Now no ſuch Arguments were 
never produced, what Reaſon then coulds 

to Ml 1-have to profeſs my ſelf a Lutheran ra- 

h, ther than a Calviniſt, or a Exviniſt ra- 

n · WY ther thamta Fut heran ; or; infine, do be- 
in lieve the orie Party more Evangelical than. 

i-. theotliengy a?: . 

ze 3. I have never been able to learn, 
m upon what Account the Lutheram alone 
.. agcall themſelves Evangelical, or why the 
e- Qulviniſts ſtyle themſelves the Neform d 
e. Religion. Nor can it enter into my 
ae Head, why the Anabaptiſts, the new Ari ans. 
de and the Unitarians- may not with as good 

da. Grace aſſume to themſelves the ſame 

- Appellation For Lutherans and Calviniſts 

e have nothing to ſay in their own Be-; 


F i907)" 

* but what theſe with equal colour 
of Reaſon will plead in Favour of their 
Sefts. As therdbojs no better Arguments 
appear to ſupport the Cauſe of Zatherans 
and Calviniſts, than for that of the 
Anabaptifts, the Arians:and:of all thoſe 
other Sets, to which Lutberam and 
Caluiniſts deny. the Privilege ot. thaſe 
new-coin'd Titles; by a Parity of Rea- 
{on the Lutherans and \Calvin#s deſerve 


not to be called Evangelical, or the Re. 


formed Religion, either in Regard of 


the Thing, or of the Denomination. 
So that: I chad juſt Grounds to reject 
theſe Sects, as being all built upon weak 
Foundations, and . of no Ac- 
count. sunt zt 

4. 1 knew for certain, as you your 
ſelves confeſs, that a great many vof 
thoſe who lived and died in the Roman 
Catholick Faith, were ſaved. uren 


you are wholly ignorant, whether any 


one of your Followers enjoys that Stats - 


of Happineſs: I ected tlierefore the part 

of a prudent Chriſtian, when! took che 
ſureſt Way to Heaven. 

J : From hence alſo. I inferred that che 

Roman Catholic was the true Faith, 

becauſe without Faith it is impoſſidle to 

3 what God. For, wholgevet: 2s 4 


op plea» 


3 WW; 9X T 
eaſdth-God, Therefore ſinch ſo many 
Profeſſors of the Roman - Catholiek 
Faith have attained Salvation, it muſt cg 
Neely be the was ank Ih: — 9 
Fai In ; 
6. 1 inferr'd again, that. 4 the Rong : 
Catholick was the true — r 
Faith, all the Religions muſt be alſe, bl 
that oppoſe it. For Sis is but one trus A 
6 Faith, as bars! is 118 dne | 
G 
7. Itisthe Judgment of Protetnt. 
„ well as of Catholicks, that Salvation m 
be had in the Faith of the Ro! 
K 


Church; but none beſides Proteſtants 

are of Opinion that it may be had in 

another Religion. This all Proteftants} 
„of what Denomination ſoever, Affi f 
5 every individual Sec; and Catholiekb 5 9 
T 1 


poſitively deny it. Now a Thing agrescd 
upon by two Oppoſite Parties, is un 
4 queſtiorably more certain, thati ht 
\ affrm'd by the one, and denied by ths: 
other. As therefore I deſired to go up m 
che ſureſt Grounds, I acted the Part᷑ v8 


man Catholick F aith to all* ber Ren- 
gions. 4 45. 211 on % 1 | 
8. Upon conſulting Ir the Hos * 


ly Fathers of the Primitive: Church have 
E 3 | left 50h 1 


a reaſonable Man in p e Ro- 


"901 


left usintheir Writings concerning Faith in 
I found they praiſed, extolled, and re. this 
commended no other than the Roman 
Catholick, and rejected and condemned gx 
all that ſeparated from it, wherefore I lick 
teſolv'd to follow their prudent Coun- ¶ ſo⸗ 
ſels and ſolid Sentiments. 
9. All the Saints we have hid from 
the +Infancy of the. Church to theſe our MI 
Days, lin'g in the Reman Catholick Church. 
10. In Defence of the Truths * er 
ted with this Church, fo many Thouſands fi 
: 2 gave cheir Lives, and trium- 
over Death, tho? it attack'd them 
with its. ſharpeſt Torments, | 
11. All that ever fought agamft. this 
Chu rch-in. their Separation from it, ar 
Ari, Pelagius, Marcion, Aacedonius, 
Mahemet, Cc. with their Followers 
burn an the everlaſting Flames of Hell. 
Lathar, Calvin, and the like Innovators 
of theſe latter Days, were equally Arch- 
 Hereticks. So that to take them for my 
Guides, were to run a Riſque of eterval 
Daronation. 729 5 
912. The Faith of the Church of Rake, 
und rhat ef St. Paul, as this Apoſtle tells 
urs in his Epiſtle to the Romans, chap. 1. 
. And, va pens looſe my 1 xne 


9. Fr 188. 5 in ! 
1} i wh | | 
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in ſeeking: any other W than chat of 
this great Apoſtle 1 4 

13, Were not the Gece of God. 
fix'd in the Faith of the Roman Catlio- 
lick Church, —— other — — — 
ſo- perplex and puzzle my Thoughts in 
mak ng a * that I ſhou 2 
be Able to make it with any Peace of 
Mind. For Tſhould always have Reaſon- 
to doubt, which, among ſo many diffe-- 
rent Religions, was the true nnd Kukki 


5 fying Faith. 


14+ In ah other Religions; are found | 


ſuch incredible Paradoxes, as can never 


be reconciled to the Principles of right 
Reaſon, This is ſhewn in the Conſuders- i 
tions, 14, 15; 16, 17, and 18. c 

19. All the Religions which nor op- 


poſe the Roman Catholick, are of a new 


Invention; in ſo much that before the- 
Year 1817; they were neither held nor 
taught, nor follow'd by- any Man upon 
the whole Face of the Earth. This i 2 
proy'd in Confideration, 19, 2ę 

21. Theſe new Religions are no other 
than ſo many unwholeſom Compoſitions, 
out of Hereſies fronr Time to- Tims 
condemmd by the Church of Ged— 
22. The Roman Catholick Church is 
the only one, which retains the- trae-- 

85 . ; Markas 
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Marks of the Church of jeſus Chriſt, vix · 
that ſhe is One, _— Aron Cathe- 
lick: Or Under al.” 7 2 N | 

23. Tis t vole Religio gion, * which 


- all Nations renounced, and ſtill in theſe 


very Days renounce Faganiſin and Ido. 


0s the: eee Bas ac 6A” 


gions were nevem able to work oaks eaſt 


Miracle in proof of their Commiſſion. 
from Almighty God, to rotor his 
Church. | 

25. On the contrary, - they were 2 
company of Libertines, [rnd uv 


| Apoſtates, impious Blaſphemers and 


Men of no Account. 

26. The Adherents of theſe Religions 
have never labour'd in the Converſion of 
Idolaters, -but only in-making proſelytes 


of the worſt of Catholicks. 


27. Inthe Roman Cathelick Religi gion 
great Numbers of both Sexes, of flu 
ſtrious Birth and of plentiful Eſtates and 
Fortunes do freely conſecrate themſelves 
to God's Service, and paſs their Lives 
in voluntary Poverty, and in Angelica 


Purity. In the other Religions we find 


none 0 Winguäte by choin anne 
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Dual: that, put hemſelues in che Ra 

df Mivhers; and of theſetisa Rarity to'» 
nd one that. e a Life t Conti- 
ency, are evident Proof, that the Ne- 

eſſity of gaining a Livelihood i is their 
only Motive in taking to that State. 
hereas in the Roman Catholick Reli- 
gion, tis à Love of God, a Concern ſor 
their Salvation, and a lively and true 
Faith which animates ſuch —— of 

devout Perſons N to devote them. 
ſelves to the Serv 

28. Continench that. fiogular Gift of 
God, is not beſtowed upon . 
ſtant | Minifters, as it is upon 10 many 
religious Men and Women in the Ro- 
man Catholick Religion, who by the 
Grace of God, live not only in a ſtate af 
Continency, but in that of a pure Vir 
ginity without Spot or Blemiſh. 

29. Proteſtant Writers in moſt of their 
N againſt Catholicks encounter 
without an Enemy z while they labour 
to eee ben maintains a- 
gainſt them. But the om touch up- 
on any Point of Ba which is — 2 
ly taught by Catholicks. Becauſe their 
whole aim (4 their Invectives, it to create 
an Ayerſion to the Romans in the Hearts 
of thoſe they have debauchd from the 
Church of Chri . 30. The 


967. 


30. The Arms of Proteſtants agaiuſt 
_.the Catholicks are Calumnies, foul Lan- 


guage and barefac'd Lies, without any 


one ſolid Argument to fupport the 
Charge. 


31. Neither can Hhisy: infer Catho. | 


lick Arguments; but by ſome' Evaſion 
elude the Force of them; and whenſoe- 
ver they are at a Plunge, their whole 
Buſineſs is to get out of the Queſtion as 
well as they can, and to leap directly 
into ſome other Point of Controverfy, 
and it is next to im poſlible to keep them 
to a Point. PO? 
32. The Followers of theſe new Reli. 
gions interpret the Holy Scriptures as 


the freak takes them in the Head, and 
lop off from the Canon what Books 


they pleaſe: Nay, there is not that in- 


dieiddal Man among them, tho he be 
never 10 great Blunder-head, but 


makes himſelf his own Expoſitor. Where- 
as, among the Catholicks, the Canoni- 


cal Books; are every where the ſame, the 
ſame Expoſition, the ſame: Senſe "and: 


Verfion. 

33. Theſe new Religions a are * 
ly divided; among themſelves 
Points of Faith; and even thoſe of hs 
Kune _—_y (the Lutherans for. infance. ) 


* claſh 


8 


1991. "M 
gainſt one another in the Articles 


at 2 Belief, and in the very Cate: _ 


* ſms which chey teach their Childrèen- 
34. The Editions of the  Augsbourg- |} 
Confellion, which the Lutherans look | 
upon as the Foundation of their Reli- | 
gion, vary from each other, mc "UF 
widely difter from the Original. 

35. Theſe new Religions open a 1 
and ſpacious Way to a general diſſolu- 
tion of Manners, and to all the wild 
Purſuits, of Senfualiſts and Libertines; 
in a flat Contradiction to our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour, who has declared the Way to 


Heaven to be very. ſtraight. 


36. The Aſſertors of theſe. Religions 
make their Fancy their Rule in expoun- 
ding the Holy Scriptures, they clip off 
ſeveral Words and Texts, and lengthen - 
out others, and change and\falfify them 
as they judge expedient. 

37. They have no Succeſſion of their 
Doctrine, nor of their Miniſters from 
che Time of the Apoſtles. no 

38. There's no Harmony among tha 
with regard to the Expoſition of the He- 
ly Scriptures. As is Fan in the: Conſt. 
deration 38, 39, 40. 
41. A'lthe Monuments of Antiquity, 
all ancient Writings: demonſt rate the 
Roman 


I | even thoſe that hammer'd' out the * 


cn: - 
Roman Catholick Religion to be the on- 
ly one, which was founded, eſtablaſh'd 
and confirm d in Chriſtendm. 
42. Tho the Church of Rome from 
her Infancy to theſe our Days has been 
attack d 4 Tyrants, — Pagans, 
and Hereticks; ſhe has always remain d 
and ſtill remains Invincible, whereas ſo 
many other Religions have periſt*d-and 
diſappear d. 
43. Proteſtants teach not a Doctrine 
| help ful to Perfection, or the Practice of 
| Chriſtian Virtues. There's little or no 
Inftruftion to be found among them upon 
Points of Morality, or the Obſervance 
of God's Commandments. But every 
thing is allow'd' to the Defires and Con- 
cupiſcence of depravd Nature; 
44. The Aſſemblies of the Sectaries, 


feſſions of Faith for the new Religions, 
can never be admitted into a Competi- 
tion for Doctrine, Sanctity or the Con- 
courſe of various Nations, with the ge- 
neral Councils of the Roman Catholick 
Church, nor with the Fathers who aſ- 
at them. 
as. T The Principles which Proteſtants 


go wen, are not at all b 50 
; v4 & 
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he forming of a good eee wors 
hy of a Chriſtian. 2797 1970 (yo; 
46! Their Parfonsi have! almoſt no- 
hing in their Mouths but Calumnies 
ontriv'd to bring the Catholick' Reli- 
gion into Contempt: They varniſh o- 
er tlie ous Maxis of theirown 
eligion, and every Thing that tends to 
he Perdition off thoſe Souls, that'are 
guided by them. 
47. The moſt tepid and ed Cas 


26a louſeſt of the Proteſtantß ?: 

48. No Catholicks go over to other 

Religions with a 4 urpoſe to live more 
e 


piouſly; Mary on un e to od | 
more at la ul 

2 The Berzpesske dn, Loverilc Places 
give us. plainly to underſtand, that 

lope, Charity, Penance, Alms and o- 
ther Works 08 Mercy, are meritorious: 
of eternal Life: Which our . 
deformers deny, upon this falſe Princi- 
ple that Faith alone ſuffices. 
Jo. It often happens, that Proteſtants, | 


oho have been the moſt perverſe in 
heir Life-time, deſire to die, and do 
lectually die in the Faith of the Roman” 
Catholicks. But we do not —— that 
ans ene any 


-holicks, are mot worſe than the beſt and ” 
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any Cathotick deſttes to make his Exit in 
any other Religion. 
— Laſtly, 2 I. muiſt- own, it has always 
given me great Offence, that the Mini. 
ſters of all theſe Sects, tho? they highly 
extol the Merits and Satisfaction of je. 
Jus:Chriſt, do yet neglect to exhontithei; 
People to an Imitation of his Life; ard 
even give them Occafion. to be heedleſz 
in thoſe great Duties of avoiding Sin, of 
doing Penance for Sins committed, of 
applying themſelves to the Practice of 
Virtue and to Good Works, by Tivetting 
in their Memory this pernicious Error, 


that our Saviour has by his Death ſo 
abundantly ſatisſied for our Sins, andi 
purchaſed Heaven for us, that all- we my 
have! to do, is to believe in him. S0 ane 
that from the Paſſion, and Death, and: Sa. I Cc 


tisfaction of Jeſus Chriſt, theſe poor de- ¶ fiv 
luded People take Occaſion to indulge pr 
themſelves in their eriminal Exceſſes. Ml Pt 
But the Orthodox Faith teaches: us; that to 
notwithſtanding the Paſſion and Death & 
the Son of God be of themſelves more I v 
than ſufficient to cancel all the Sins of ©! 

Men, and that his Merits are of unfi- Ml 
nite Value, our Saviour will yet have 
us to apply the Fruits e them to bur 
ſelves, by imitating his Virtues, and co- 
| - operating 


Tam - —© 
jperating with his dolorous Pifion in 
lining Evil and in doing Good. 
us Chriſt came into this World upon 


loubte Deſign: Firſt to fatisfy for ba : 
bins, and to deliver us from eternal 


Damnation; Secondly, to give us a moſt 
perlect Pattern of alt Virtues, and to in- 
pire us with a Deſire to copy them int 
pur Lives 3 as he has told us in theſe 
/ords, a) I have given you am example, 


that ye buli do, as haue done to you. (2) 
Learn of me, for Tat wa} dee of 
heart. We are alſo inforn'd by St. Pererz 


3) That Chriſt ſuffer'd for au, leaving 16: 


an example, that ye ſhould follow his ſteps. 


And now I addreſs my ſelf to you; 
my once Fellow-members' in Rel 
and ſtill my dear Relations, Friends and 
Country-men, and I conjure you by the 
five Wounds of Jeſus Chriſt, by his moſt 
precious Blood, the Priceof our Redem- 
ption, and by. the Goncetn you ought 
to have for the eternal Welfare of yout 
Souls, not to quit a certain Way to Hea- 
ven for an uncertain. Conſider ſeri- 
ouſly, what that Faith was which your 
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Anceſtors profeſs d, and which. the firi 


Chriſtian of gue Nation upon leaving 
5 agamiſm embrac d. Conſider, in what =" 
Religion thoſe great Saints lived, whom o 

you own for ſuch. | Weigh ſeriouſy = 
theſe Motiyes of my Converſion, which” 
L offer: you with a Heart that's full of x A; 
moſt ſincere Affection. Return to the * 


Way of your Fathers, to the Path of the 
Saints, to the Religion which has ſtood 
for ſo many Ages, and been confirm'd, 
gf ſo many Martyrs: A Religion, which 
all the ancient Fathers of the Primitive 
Church aſſerted and approv'd : A Re- 
ligion, againſt which, as our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour has engaged his Word, the Gates 
bf: Hell ſhall never prevail. - Have al- 
ways an Eye to the Salvation of your 
Souls. For (1) what is a Man profited, if 
he ſhiall gain the whole World, and loſe his omn 
Faul? Or what ſhall a Man give in exchange 
for his Soul? We have but one Soul, and 
its Felicity lies at Stake in this great Af. 
fair. Eternal Salvation is not to be 
gain'd; but by a true Faith: This true 
Faith is only one, and no where to be 
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ound, but in the Roman Catholick 
ommunion. Embrace it therefore, and 


t 

pllow m Example pt in this Holy Reſo- 
a ution. M 1 82 | firengthen ly Ref 
ich P's Grace 10 that in this true 
z Haith we may 9 1 together toward 
tiene : Manſions of eternal Bliſs. | 
the Num, which my heavenly Father 
500 $. not 8 * be rooted up, Ma Matth, 
d, 5 3. 00 kg 477 E 2111 2 
od | 
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London, July 1. 1708. * 

| f C 
"There being Two Mails due from Hollandle © 
aud the Foreign News that came in wl f 
the laſt, being, by this Time, exhauſted. , 
we ſhall take this Opportunity to comm. 0 
nicate to the Publick the following remari . 
able Piece, which has given juſt Offence ſl 
10 of the Proteſtants abroad. . ; 
' *© DECISION of the Faculty . 
Divinity of Helmſtad, (a famouſif | 
© Lutheran Univerſity in the Du. 

'©< chy of Brunſwick) of the Que. 
« ftion propounded on Occaſioſ . 


ef the Princeſs of Wolſembutte! 
af N 
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1, Marriage with ee. King 
500 0 obigen. [2 e 191d 
n e 
e u on was pro in 
© theſe Terms} 
b | 363 {5 "-"* 
5 iether << Ib Prieeſsy deffin 4:to 
o. ll. marry a-Cerbalick Prince, may with a 
ale Conſcience, * the Cabolich 
au- "I 3 15" Vi: 1 0 -I 
441 593 ; 711d ? 
3 111758 | DECISION... 273 as} 5 
E anſwer, That the Queſtion 


ja ang cannot ſohdly be 
mA without deciding firſt, Whe- 
ther or mo the Catholicks are in * 


a © damental Errors, and ſuch; as are. 

0 poſtze te Salvation ? Or, which is 
6%. lame Thing, Whether the Conftituti- 
a on of the Remiſh Church be fuch, as that 
„one may Fractiſe in it the true Wor- 
8 ig of God, and n Salvation? 
ce Our Anſwer to the Second Query; * 

on which the Firſt depends, is, with- 
1 out Heſitation, in the Ame, for 

theſe Three Reaſons: A 

Firſt, © Becauſe the Catholicks are, at 
c the bottom, of the ſame Religion with 

* us, and have the neceſſary Faith to 


2 © know God, in order to Salvation. 
For 


N 


L 1061] | 
< For the Foundation of Religion and 
© Chriſtian Life, is, the Belief of God 
© the Father our Creator; Of God the 
© Son}; the Meſſiah Wo had beer pid. 
© mis'd, and has dbliver'd us from Sin, 
by Death, the Devil, and Hell; and of 
 Gthe- Holy: .GhoR! mt. he enlightens Us, 
6 We muſt L. alle admit" the Ten Com- 
© mandments- of God, which teach us 
_ © our Duty to God, and to our | Neigh- 
© bours; the Lord's Prayer, which in- 
n ſtructs us how tO pray ; che Practice of 
uche Shtraments.of Ba iptilics and of the 
' © Lord Supper, l ſs 
© Inſtitution and Command. Moreover, 
© we muſt acknowledge The Power of the 
*' Keys; and! believe, avith- -theinp'T hat, 
- © God Has ven in che Chinely, 20 de 
© Apoitles, and their\Succefibrs 5 o 
© ſtolical Functions, the Authority of 
© Declaring to the Penitent, That their 
© Sitis are forgiven, and to denounce to 
the Impenitent, God's Hatred againſt 
them, and what Judgments- he pre- 
* Spares for them, and ſo either to remit 
* or retain Sins: And therefore we ſome- 
© times repair to the Confeſlion-Chair to 
* receive: Abſolution of our Sins. 
c Whoever believesall this, and ſquares 
5 his Actions by his Belief, is in no 
| | « Funda- 
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trend” 
e mental Error; and being a Chriſtian, 
and a Child of God, and deſires to at- 
« tain the; Inheritance of eternal Life, 
© he, may. live and die in that Condition. 
All theſe. Articles of Faith are the 
Abridgment of the Chriſtian Dodt ine, 
. which is expounded in the Writings of 
the Prophets and Apoſtles, and are 
« contain'd in the little Catechiſm, divi- 
b. < ded into fix Parts, viz. The Creed, 
> W< the Lord's Prayer, and our Saviour's 
Words concerning Baptiſm, the Lord's 
he | © Supper, and the Vocation of Migilters. 
b This Catechiſm is common with us 
© and the Roman Catholicks ; and when 


vi «© they have a Mind to inſtruct any Body 
* © In the Chriſtian Faith, thoſe are the 
0 Articles they teach and preſs, as the: 
5 W« neceſſary Points to become a Chriſtian, 
Po: © and have a Share of Salvation: As may 
(be ſeen by the Romiſh Catechiſms of 
2 © Caniſius, and Voluſis, and the Cate- 


inſt e Wherefore the Authors of the Confef 


re. WW fion of Augaburg ſay, in the Preface, 
mit We That all Chriſtians, both Catholic, and 
me- we Proteſtants, fight together under Jeſus 
Chriſt; and a little lower they affirm,. 


That our Proteſtant Religion is not contrar 
te the Chriſtian Relig 


FE 
7 | 4 


© chiſm lately printed at Hildeſheins... 


on, nor even to 12 8 
E Roman 
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Roman Catholick : Aud this will be ac: 
| ©kriowledg'd, ſay they, by conſulting the 
* Writings of the Fathers. Which is fo 
true, that we firmly and confidently 
© believe, that Perſons of undoubted 
* Probity and Piety are found i in Romiſh 
*'Monaſteries. 

Another Ground of Religion i is the 
*"Belicf of God's being a juſt Judge, 
© who rewards Virtue and puniſhes Sin; 
© than which Belief no other Motive is 
© more conducive to direct us from wic- 

| © ked AQs, according to what the Apo- 
© ſtle ſays, in the 11th Chapter of the 
c « Epiſtle to the Hebrews, Verſe 6. For he 

© that cometh to God, muſt believe that he , 

© and that he is a rewarder of them that di. 
7  ligently ſeek him. The Catholicks do 

c not differ from us as to the Belief of 
© this Article. 

Neither can it be deemed, that the 
© Romiſh, Church is not a true Church; 
© wherein the Miniſtry of God's Word, 
and the Uſe of Sacraments ſubſiſt. 

© For if it were no more, or had not 
© been a true Church, all its Members 

© would be in a State of Damnation, 
«and irrecoverably loſt, which none 
©\amongſt us would dare to adyance. 


© Nay, Aelanchton himſelf has —_ 
that 
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: © that the Romiſh Church did not eeaſe 
. being the true Church, becauſe the - 
> || © Word of God was ſufficiently taught 
y iin the divers Parts of the Catechiſm, 
d © which contains, the Ten Command. 
h ments, the Creed, and the Lord's 
| Prayer: And in the Service of Bap- 
e I © tiſm, or in the Epiſtles. and Goſpels 
e, | © that are read on Sundays. The Au- 
1; © thor of that Book is John Sambectus, 
is and the late Duke Avguſtxs, of Glori- 
c- | © ous Memory, eſteem'd it to that De- 
o- | © gree, that he made ſome Alterations in 
he it, out of common Places of John Haf- 
he © fenreſſer, a famous Divine of Tubinge, 
1%, © which Work is look'd upon as Ortho- 
di. © Nox, and as ſuch is read all over Swe- 
do © der, and in the Univerſities. 
of © In the third Place, both the Catho- 
If © lick and Proteſtant Churches believe, 
the MY © and publickly profeſs, in the Pulpit 


ch; © and in Writing, That the Name of JE- 
rd, © SUS 3s the only Name in which Men may 
ſiſt. © Hope, and whereby they may obtain Salua- 
not tien; And that Man is not juſtify'd/by 


© the Works of the Law, that is, he is 
© not juſtify d barely by thePerformance 


one © of the Law, but by GOD's Clemency 
ice. * and Mercy, and the Satis faction our 
'd, 


© Lord JESUS CHRIST has given for 
be pI Fx. - - -- __ 


/ 
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us. This is the Doctrine of the Ca- 
* tholick Church, as has been obſery'd 
* by the virtugus Abbot lately deceas'd 
© at Doerburgy in the Preface, of his 
Abridgment of the Rules of Faith: 
© The Church believes (ſays he) and did 
. © ever teach, that no Perſon, ſince the Crea. 
© tion of the World, did e tain Salva- 
tion, but by FESUS CHRIST, who is « 
© Mediator between God and Men,accordin 
© to what is written in the Acts of the Apo- 
| © ſtles, (chap. 4 v. 12) and as the Council 
© of Trent bas acknowleap'd it. . 
_ © The ſame Chriſtian Aſſembly, (me 
© ning the Council of Trent) teaches. 
© That the beginning of Juſtification 
£ .onght neceſſarily to proceed from 
© GOD, and his preventing Grace, that 
is, from the Vocation, whereby GOD 
© calls us, without any Reſpect to our 
<* own Merits. They teach alſo that 
© neither 5 nor good Works, do 
merit Juſtification ; and that we ought 
© to believe, that Sins never will, nor 
„were ever forgiven, but through the 
© only Mercy and Grace of GOD, and 
„ the Will of FESUS CHRIST. 
Our Doctors have been oblig'd to 
4 own, that the Book entituled Hortulu 
« Anime, the Garden of the Soul, and the 
[oh Rituals 


Tar] 
Rituals of Mentz, Triers, and Cologne, 
prove, that the Catholicks that are at 

* the Point of Death are ehorted not to 
put any Confidence in their own Me- 
' 


© rits,0F other Meags of Salvation, but 

© ſolely to repoſe alltheir Truſt in JE- 
- BW © SOS CHRIST. We might urge the 
— © Forcibleneſs of the Proofs that are 
« drawn out of all thoſe Books; but we 
o Ml © ſhall only quote the Ritual of Mentz, 
J- printed in the Year 1699. This is the 
il 0 

Cc 


Exhortatioa it preſcribes for Dying  _ 
Perſons to whom the extreme Unction 
is adminiſtred. Tour Merits, and the 
Merits of all Mankind, are too inc onſide- 
rable for you to ſeek in them your Cemſort, 
and the | Hope f your Salvation: Since 
there ſore we acknowledge the Imperfeilion 
of our Merits, we put our Truſt in the Me- 
rits of our Saviour JESUS CHRIST, 
a whom GOD has given to the World, in 
his Love truly Divine. Wherefore place 
your Hope in that Merciful and Gracious 
60D. After the Sick Body has re- 
* ceiv'd the extreme Unttion, they add, 
© place your Comfort in that Eternal God, 
* who is diſpoſed to ſhew Mercy to you, and 
1 toil © gives you Strength to reſiſt all the Onſets of 
alu © Sin and the Devil; and de not doubt but 
the - GOD will eaſily drown your Sins in the 

| | F3 Ault i» 
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Multude of the precious Merits of FESUS 
* CHRIST.  *Tis by that SAVIOUR you 
© ſhall be reſcued from Sin and the Devil, 
© and your Soul ſhaft be truly ſaved. 
II In another Catechiſm the Roman 
© © Catholicks direct a Dying Perſon to 
* uſe this Prayer: And in caſe I ſhould for 
© the future live a Holy Life, but it ſhould 
© be your Will that I ſhould die, I had ſtill 
© rather die now, according ta your Sacred 
Will, and forego the good Works I might 
* make, if 1 liv'd longer. Among other 
Directions for Prayers which may be 
© ſuggeſted to Sick Perſons, this is found, 
© by way of Queſtions and Anſwers : 
© Yowwdeſire that God ſhould uſe you rather 
© with Mercy than Juſtice, and that he deal 
© with you not according to your Merits, but 
© according to his Infinite Mercy: The lick 
Body anſwers, I do. Do you. not be- 
© lieve that you cannot be ſaved, but by the 
© precious Death of FESUS CHRDT alone? 
© The ſick Body anſwers, I believe it. 
© Tis Evident that theſe Catholick 
© Exhortations are grounded in this 
© Truth, No Body is purified and delivered 
| © from his Sins, but by the Mercy of GOD, 
and the Merits of FESUS CHRIST. 
© Which however does not exclude good 
Works, or the Obſeryance of * 
| | | re- 


* 


Tree OY 


(+ med, V „ at e io. ai... 


K * K — 


Lu ws 
© Precepts,as.if good Works, tho? united 
to the preceeding Merits of FESUS 
CHRIST, were of no Uſe towards 
eternal Salvation: For no Man can 


aſſert the Unprofitableneſs ot good 


Works, without contradicting the Ho- 


We read in St. Matthew, (Chap. xix. 
v. 17) If thon wilt enter into life, keep 


| © the Commandments. And (Chap. vii. v. 


21) Not every one that ſays unto me, Lord, 
Lord, ſhall enter into the Kingdom of He a- 


a © 


ven; but he that doth the will of my Fa- 


ther which is in Heaven. And St. James, 
in his Epiſtle, affirms, That Abraham 
was juſtified by his Wooks, And if any 
Body ſhould not look upon this Text 


Las Canonical, let them hear what, . 
long time before, Daniel ſaid to Nebu- * 


* chadnezzar, ¶ Daniel, Chap. iv, v. 27) O 


Hing: let my Counſel be acceptable unto thee, 


and break of thy Sins by Righteouſneſs, and © 
© thine Iniquities by ſhewing Mercy to the 
Poor. Is not the giving Alms to the 
* Poor a good Work? And if good 
„Works avail nothing, why does St. 
John, at the coming out of the De- 


ſert, cry. out aloud, Repent? Why does 


© FESUS -CHRIST ſay, that in order 
© tobe ſaved, a Man muſt love God. and 
"ne: F4., 
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i Neighbour ? ? Reaſon it ſelf teaches us, 

© that a profligate Sinner does not de- 

- © ſerve the Forgiveneſs of his Sins, un- 
© Teſs he abhor 'em, ſtrike his Breaſt, 


and excite himſelf to Contriton, what- 


© ever Confidence he may nave in the 
* Merits of FESUS CHRIST. © 
We are therefore convinc'd, that in 
theſe Things the Roman Catholicks 
agree with the Proteſtants; and if 
there be any Diſpute between them, 
tis only about Words. N 
_ © Having demonſtrated that the Foun- 
e dation of Religion ſubſiſts in the Roman 
© Catholick Church, ſo that ove may be 
© Ortbodox, and live "and die well, and ob- 
© tain Salvation in it: It is ealy to de- 
£ cide the Queſtion propounded. 
The moſt ferene Princeſs of Wol- 
© fembuttel, may, in Conſideration of 
© her Marriage, embrace the Catholick 
Religion; eſpecially, conſidering firſt, 
© that: ſhe did not offer her ſelf, nor has 
1 negotiated to be choſen; and that *tis 
© unqueſtionable, that Divine Provi- 
© dence has led her into that Match, 
© Secondly, That the faid Alliance will 
be moſt advantageous, not only to the 
Dutchy of Brunſwicł, but alſo to the 


2. nnn Proteſtant Church, ry may 
« ſerve 
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ſerve to procure the Peace of all 
„Churches ſo ardently wiſh'd for. 
ö © Care only ought to be taken, that 

- | © ſhe make no Formal Abjuration: And 

» il © * that difficult and intricate Points of Con- 
rover be not impos'd upon her as 

e © Articles of Faith. It will be ſufficient to 

. give her plain Inſtructions. * 

8 Several Objedtions may be made to this ou. 
if Aꝛnſwer, which, home ver, will appear to be 

1, F, | 


3 EY 0b; ect ion. 

The Rowan Catholick Religion re; 

* quires the. Performance of humane 
+ Ordinances. 

Anſwer. 

The Roman Catholicks- teach, that 
Divine and Apoſtolical Traditions, that 
is, the Doctrine which is not contain'd 
in the Holy Scripture, and which, 
nerertheleſs, proceeds from TESUS 
CHRIST. and his Apoſtles, ought tobe 
receiv'd.with the ſame Reſpect with the 
written Word of God; Which we likc-- 
wiſe acknowledge, and the only. Diſ- 
pute about that Matter, between them 
and us, is, Whether ſuch and ſuch Tra- 
ditiog « comes from God or the Apoſtles ? 

| $ As.. 


licks are of the ſame Opinion with us. 
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As to humane Traditions, the Catho- 


Second Objection. 125 0 
The Catholicks bein the Invoca- : 
© tion of Saints, when GOD alone 1 is to 
£ be invok' d. r 
Anſwer: 
The Council of Trent does not it 
ſhould be done, but only, that it is good In 


and profitable to do it. Nor will any t. 


good Chriſtian refuſe to invoke them, t. 


when he conſiders, that no other Power p 
is aſcrib'd to them, but only to pray for N at 


| 'us; and that the Greek Church, for 
Fourteen Ages paſt, has pradtis'd this 


Invocation, which, thus explain'd, does 
not, in the leaſt, derogate from God's | 


Honour. 
Third Ob: jeftion, 
© A Roman Catholick muſt believe Pur - ay 
* gatory, of which, nevertheleſs, the WW of 
8 Scripture makes no Mention. La 
Anſwer. bu 
If by Purgatory be unidertiood þ a Pur. 
ging of the Souls that have departed this 
Life, from the Sins that ſtuck by them, 
ſeveral Doctors of the Church beliey'd 


the lame. 


Fourth 
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2 Fourth Ob LEFTY Yb 
© Several Ceremonies that are per- 
* form'd at Maſs, give Offence, - 

Anſwer. _ 
Jo thoſe only who are Ignorant, 0 
wat thoſe Ceremonies ſignify; 
8 theres none of them but has a 890 od a 
t preſentation, touching which, amongſt 
d many others, one may cogſult the Ca- 
techiſm of Hildeſbeim p. 45. & /eqq. As for 
n, the reſt, the Maſs is a Figure and Re- 
er preſentation of the moſt bitter Paſſion 
or and Death of FESUS. CHRIST. 
. - FifthObj ſeck ion. 

The Roman Cathalicks are forbid the 


0 Uſe of che bleſſed Cup in che . 
ment. 


| * 
Anſwer. Nt | 


As Men' s Incredulity does not tale 
away God's Promiſes, ſo the Privation 
of the Cup cannot be imputed to the 
Laicks, ſince *tis none of their Fault, 
but *tis rather to be believ'd, that it they 
approach the Lord's Table with a con- 
trite Heart and Confidence, they be- 
come Partakers of the Body and Blood 
of CHRIST, as well as the Proteſtants; 
ſo that, among the Catholicks, the 
Prieſt receives no more than à Laick. 
TG) In ſhort, it muſt be acknowledg'd, that 
| there's. 


; T a * 


J there's no where any Precept for gran- 
ting the Cup to the Laicks, which: ouly 


belong'd to the Apoſtles and Prieſts, as 


plainly appears from the 26th Chapter 


ot St. Matthew, where they were All (Viz. 


| the Apoſtles) order'd to drink. of it; 
# which ſhews, how the Text of St- Mark, 


Chap. 14. They all drank 7 it, is to be 


underſtood. 
nn. Sixth Obieckien. ad, f 
The Roman Catholicks are ebnete 
believe Seven Nerf, altho? there 
be but Two. ae ere 10800 
| Auſwer. „ 
The Etymology of theWords, Sacrament 
is nor found in Scripture, nor whether 
there be but Two or Seven. Thus the 
Confeſſion of Augsburg reckons ſome- 
times Two only, and ſometimes Three, 
by adding the Abſolution to the Lord's 
Supper and Baptiſm; which the Ro- 
man Catholicks acknowled e to be the 
Principal. In like manner, the Prote- 
| Rants own, that there are in Scripture 
more than Two or Three ſecret digns 
of Myſteries; for, without doubt, when 
the Roman Catholicks make the Impoſi- 
tion of Hands and Matrimony, they 
ground themſelues on what we read in 
the Acts of the Apoſtles. That the Ho- 
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- ly Ghoſt did confirm them in the Faith 
' on the Day of Pentecoſt; and on what 
8 St. Paul ſays in s to the Ephe- 
r ans, Cha v. 32. This is à great Myſtery. 
1 þ | d The Concluſion: | EY 
25 We are ever ready to anſwer other 
k, Objections, either in Writing, or by. 
e | Word of Mouth; tho?” *tis chiefly to be 
obſery'd, that the Controverſies that are 
i between us and the Roman Catholicks, 
0 do not concern the Princeſs of Wolfem- 
re buttel, whoſe Buſineſs only is to conti- 
| nue in the Simplicity of Faith, which is 
deſt : The reſt belongs to the Divines, 
among whom there are thoſe, in both 
Perſuaſions, whoſe Eyes God has open'd, 
ſo that they clearly perceive, that the 
Diſtance between em is not ſo great as is 
commonly ſaid. To this purpoſe, what 
the truly Learned Philip Melanct hon {aid 
in his Judgment of the modern Contro- 
verſies, addreſs to Francis I. Part IV. 
p. 34+ deſerves particular. Obſervation; 
In ſhort, ſays he, tit an eaſy matter to put 
an end to all Diſputes ; and I hope that thoſe 
who are pious, and Tear God, will agree in 
all Things. God grant they may 3-and 
that the preſent Deciſion may conduce 
to the Glory of his Nawe, and the 
Temporal and Eternal Welfare of theſe - : 


Fami- 
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Families,purſuant to the Will of FE SUS' 
| Ge: our common Saviour. 
Theſe are Wiſhes of all the Profeſſors 
ef Divinity of the Univerſity of 
Held, * 28. 11 
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epi if Two Pi written by 1 
Late * Charles II. 4 f Bled 
ee of TERS 


The Firſt Payer: 


HE Diſcourſe we had the other 
Day, 1 hope ſatisfied you in the 
main, that Chriſt can have but one 


Church here upon Earth, and I believe 
that it is as viſible as that the Scripture 


is in Print; that none can be that 
Church, but that, which is called the 
| Roman Catholick Church. 1 think you 
need not trouble your ſelf with entring 
into that Ocean of particular Diſputes, 
when the main, and 1a truth, the only 
Queſtion is; where that Church is, 
which we profeſs to believe in the two 
' Creeds? We declare there to believe 


one Catholick, and Apoſtolick 3 
1 an 


„ e eros 


w 'UQ 6 CO d 02 en 


Re, o On 


THrr 


and it is not left to every phantaſtical 


Man's Head to believe as he pleaſes, 
but to the Church, to whom Chriſt left 
the Power upon Earth to govern us in 
Matters of Faith, who made theſe 


Creeds for our Directions. It were a 


very itrational thing to make Laws for 
a Country, and leave it to the Inhabi- 
tants, to be the Interpreters and Judges 

of thoſe Laws; for then every Man 
will be his own Judge, and by conſe- 
quence no ſuch thing as either right or 
wrong. Can we therefore ſuppoſe that 
God Almighty would leave us at thoſe 
Uncertainties, as to give us a Rule to go 
by, and leave every Man to be his own 
Judge? I do ask any ingenious Man, 
whether it be not the ſame thing to 
follow our own Fancy or to interpret 
the Scripture by it ? I would have any 
Man ſhew me, where the Power of de- 
ciding Matters of Faith. is given to every 
particular Man. Chriſt left his Power 
to his Church even to forgive Sins in 
Heaven, and left his Spirit with them, 
which they exerciſed after his Reſurre- 


Cition Firſt by his . Apoſtles in theſe 


Creeds, and many Years after 'by the 
Council at Nice, where that Creed was 


made that is called by that Name, and 


by 
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vy the power which they had received 


from Chriſt, they were the Judges even 
of the Scripture it ſelf many Years af- 
ter the Apoſtles, which Baoks were Ca- 
nonical and which were not. And if 
they had this Power then, I deſire to 


| know how they came to loſe it, and by 
what Authority Men ſeparate themſelves 


from that Church? The only Pretence 


 Tever heard of, was, becauſe the Church 


has failed in wreſting and interpreting 
the Scripture contrary to the true Senſe 
and Meaning of it, and that they have 
impoſed Articles of Faith upon us, 


which are not to be warranted by God's 
Word? 1 do deſire to know who is to 


be Judge of that, whether the whole 
Church, the Succeſlion whereof has 
continued to this Day without Interrup- 
tion, or particular Men who have rai- 
ſed Schiſms for their own Advantage ? 


Tits is a true Copy of 4 Paper I found in 
the late King my Brothers ſtrong Box 
written in his own Hand. 


JAMES R. 
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The Second Paper. 
T is a ſad thing to conſider what a 


World of Hereſies are crept into this 
Nation ; Every Man thinks himfelf as 


competent a Judge of the Scriptures as 


the very Apoſtles themſelves; and *tis no 
wonder that it ſhould be ſo, fince that 
part of the Nation, which looks moſt 
like a Church, dares not bring the true 
Arguments againſt the other Sets, for 


fear they ſhould be turned againſt them 


ſelves, and confuted by their own Argu- 
ments. The Church of England (as *tis 
call'd) would fain have it thought, that 
they are the Judges in matters Spiritual, 
and yet dare not ſay poktively that there 
is no Appeal from them, for either they 
muſt ſay, that they are Infallible (which 
they cannot pretend to) or confeſs that 
what they decide in matters of Con- 
ſcience, is no further to be followed, than 
it agrees with every Man's private judg- 
ment. If Chriſt did leave a Church here 
upon Earth, and we were all once of 
that Church, how ? and by what Autho- 
rity, did we ſeparate from that Church? 
If the power of interpreting of Scripture 
be in every Man's Brain, what need have 
We 
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we of a Church or Church- men? To 
what purpoſe then did our Saviour, af. 
ter he had given his Apoſtles Power to 
Blind and Looſe in Heaven and Earth, 
add to it, that he would be with them 
even to the End of the World? Theſe 
Words were not ſpoken Parabolically,or 
by way of Figure. Chriſt was then af- 
cending into his Glory, and left his Pow- | 
er with his Church even to the End of da 
the World. We have had theſe hundred 
years paſt, the fad Effects of denying to 
the Churchthat Power in matters Spiri- 
tual, without an Appeal. What Coun- 
try can ſubſiſt in Peace or Quiet, where 
there is notaSupreamJudgefrom whence | H 
there can be no Appeal? Can there be ar. 
any Juſtice done where the Offenders are I wi 
their own Judges,and equal Interpreters th 
of the Law, with thoſe that are appoin · th 
ted toadminiſterJuſtice ? This is our Caſe on 
here in England in matters Spiritual; for fo; 
the Proteſtants are not of the Church of | Sp 
E xgland, as tis the true Church from 
whence there can be no Appeal; but be- 
cauſe the Diſcipline of that Church is 
/ conformable at that preſent to their fan- of 
cies, which as ſoon as it ſhall contradia B. 
or vary from, they are ready to embrace I if 
or join with the next Congregation of bi 
People, 
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People, whoſe Diſcipline and Worſhip 
agrees with their Upinion at that time, 
ſo that according to this Doctrine there is 


_ noother Church, nor Interpreter ofScrip- 


ture but that which lies in every Mans 


giddy Brain. Ideſire to know therefore f | 
every ſerious Conſiderer of theſe things, 
whether the great work of our Salvation 


ought to depend upon ſuch a ſandy Foun- 
dation as this? Did Chriſt ever ſay to 
the Civil Magiſtrate (much leſs to the 
People) that he. would be with them to 
the end of the World? Or did he give 
them the Power to forgive Sins? St. 

Paul tells the Corinthians, ye are God's 


Husbandry,. ye are God's Building; we 


are Labourers with God. This ſhews 
who.are the Labourers,: and who are 
the Husbandry and Building; and in 
this whole Chapter and in the preceding 
one, St. Paul takes great Pains to ſet 
forth that they, the Clergy, have the 
Spirit of God, without which no Man 
ſearcheth the deep things of God; and 
he concludeth the Chapter with this 
Verſe, Fer who hath known the Mind 
of the Lord that he may 1nſtruft him? 
But we have the Mind of Chriſt. Now 
if we do but conſider in humane Proba- 
bility and Reaſon, the Powers Chriſt 
- leaves 


TENT 
leaves to his Church in the Goſpel, and 
St. Paul explains ſo diſtinctly after wards, 
we cannot think that our Saviour ſaid 
all theſe things to no purpoſe; and pray 
conſider on the other ſide, that thoſe, 
who reſiſt the Truth, and will not ſub- 
mit to his Church, draw their Argu- 
ments from Implications, and far fetched 
Interpretations, at the ſame time that 
they deny plain and poſitive Words; 


which is fo great a Diſingenuity that tis 


not almoſt to be thought, that they can 
believe themſelves. Is there any other 


Foundation of the Proteſtant Church, 


but that if the Civil Magiſtrate pleaſe, 
' he may call fuch of the Clergy as he 
thinks fit for his turn at that time, and 


turn the Church either to Presbytery, In- 


bu ry or indeed what he pleaſes! 
This was the way of our pretended Re- 
formation here in England; and by the 
ſame Rule and Authority it may be al- 
tered into as many more Shapes and 
Forms as there are Fancies in Men's 
Heads. e eee, 
This is a true Copy of a Paper written by 
' the late King my Brother in bis own 
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s | 4 Copy of 4 Paper written by the 
1 | S's e 4 
e; T is ſo Reaſonable to expect, that a 
b- _ Perſon always bred up in the Church 


u- ef England, and as well Inſtructed in the 
ed Doctrine of it, as the beſt Divines, and 
at her Capacity could make her, ſhould be 
s; liable to manyCenſures, for leaving that, 
tis and making her ſelf a Member ot the Ro- 
an man Catholick Church, to which, I con- 
er feſs, I was one of the greateſt Enemies 
h, it ever had; That chooſe rather to en- 
ſe, deavour to ſatisfie my Friends, by reading 
he this Paper, than to have the trouble, to 
nd | anſwer all the Queſtions that may daily 
In- be asked me: And firſt, I do proteſt 
s.? in the Preſence of Almighty God; That 
te- no Perſon, Man, or Woman, directly 
he nor indirectly, ever ſaid any thing to me 
al- (ſince I came into England) or uſed the 
nd leaſt endeavour to make me change my 
n's Religion: It is a Bleſſing I wholly owe - 
to Almighty God, and 1 hope the hear- 
ing of a Prayer I daily made him, ever 
wi | fince I was in France, and Flanders ; | 
Where ſeeing much of the Devotion of 
the Catholicks (tho' I had very little my © @ 
ſelf) I made it my continual requeſt c- 
PO: aire bod, Almighty _ 1 
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| Almighty God; that if 1 were not, 1 might, fal 
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before I died, be in the true Religion: I did not I for 


in the leaſt doubt, but that I was ſo, and nevet Ty 


World; And could find no Reaſon, why we leſt N zt: 


hadany m nner of Scruple till November laſt; I t 


5 reading a Book, called the H iſtory of the the 
eformation, by Dr. Zeylin, which I had heard , 


7 very much commended, and had been told, if oh 


ever I bad any Doubt in my Religion, that would Tn 
ſettle me; Inſtead of which, 1 found it the De. gie 
ſeription of the horrideſt Sactileges in the tn > 


the Church, but for Three the moſt abominable 2 
ones, that were ever heard of amongſt Chriſtians: if! 


Firſt, Henry VIII, renounces the Pope's Authori- cha 


the Holy Ghoſt could ever be in ſuch Councils; 


no Deſign, but (as they ſay) the reftoring us to the 
Doctrine of the primitive Church; they ſhould 


- . Breach upon ſo unlawfnl a Pretence. Theſe Scru: 

' amin'd them as well as I could by the Holy Scripe 
ture, which, though I do not pretend to be 
| | E uncl ſo eaſy, that I cannot but wonder, I had 


= al Preſence in the Bleſſed Sacrament, the Ia. 
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ful Heireſs to the Crown, could have no way to 


never ſuffer ſo unlawful a thing to be done by 


ty, becauſe he would not give him leave to part Ch 
with his Wiſe, and Marry another, in her Life n g 
time : Secondly, Edward VI. was a Child, and r 
govern'd by his Uncle, who made his Eſtate out wt, 


of Church Lands. TR 
And then Queen Elizabeth, who being no law- 


keep it, but by renouncing a Church that could 


one of her Children. 1 confeſs, 1 cannot think 


and it is very ftrange, that, if the Biſhops had 


never think upon it, till Henry VIII. made the 
ples being raiſed, I begun to conſider of the Dit 

rence between the Catholicks and Us; and ex- 
able to underſtand, yet, there are ſome things] 
en ſo long without finding them out: As the 


tallibilit/ 
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fallibility of the Church, Confeſſion, and Praying 
for the Dead. After this, I ſpoke ſeverally t 
who both told me, there were many things in 
the Roman Church, which (it were very much 
to be wiſhed) we had kept; as Confeſſion, 
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which was, no doubt, commanded by God: 


That Praying for the Dead was one of the an- 
cient things in-Chriftianity : That for their parts, 
they did it daily, though they would not own. 
it: And afterwards, preſſing one of them very 
much upon the other Points, he (a2) told me, that 
if he had been bred a Catholick, he would not 
change his Religion; but, that being of another 
Church, wherein, he was ſure, were all thing 
neceſſary to Salvation, he thought it very Wh, 
to give that Scandal, as to leave that Church, _ 
wherein he had received his Bap tim. 
All theſe Diſoourſes did but add more to the 
deſire I had, to be a Catholick, and gave nme 
the moſt terrible Agonies in the World, within 
my ſelf. For all this, fearing to be raſſin _ 
Matter of that Weight, I did all I could to fa: 
tisfy my ſelf; made it my daily Prayer to God, 
to ſettle me in the Right, and ſo went on Chri- 
maſs.day to receive in the King's Chappel; after _ 
which, I was more troubled than ever, and 
could never be in quiet; till I had told my de- 
fire to a Catholick, who brought a Prieſt to me,. 
and that was the firſt I ever did converſe Mn, 
upon my Word. The more I ſpoke to him, he 
more I* was confirm'd in my Deſign; and, as t 
is impoſſible for me to doubt of tha. Words of 
our bleſſed Saviour, who ſays, the Moly Sacra» 


(2) Blandford B. Worceſt. 
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ment is his Body and Blood, ſo I cannot be. 
| eve, that be who is che Author of all Truth, and 
who has promised to be with his Church to the 
end of the World, would permit them to give 
that Holy Myſtery to the Laity but in one kind, 
if it were not lawful ſo to do. ati 
I am not able, or, if I were, would I. enter in- 
to Diſputes with any Body; I only in ſhort, ſay 
this for the changing of my Religion, which 1 
take God to Witneſs I would never. have done, 
if I had thought it poſſible to ſave my Soul 
otherwiſe. 1 think, I need not ſay, it is not any 
Intereſt in this World leads me to it: It will be 
plain enough to every body, that I muſt looſe 2 
the Friends, and Credit I bave here, by it; and 
| haye very well. weighed, which 1 could beft 
Fe wy ſhare in chis World, or the ders 
' T thank God I found no Difficulty in the Choice. 
My only Prayer is, that the poor Catholicks 
of this Nation, may not ſuffer for my being of 
their Religion: That God would but give me 
Patience to bear them, -and then, ſend me any 
Alflictions in this World, ſo 1 may enjoy aff 
bleſſed Eternity hereafter. „ 
8 St. Fames's Aug — | 
20th. 1670. 
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